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U»  S.  Postage  Stamp  Making  in  1871 

An  Official  Meport  by  A,  E),  Hazen 
Cliief  of  Stamp  Oivision 

Edited  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

Note: — Recently,  tlirougli  the  courtesy  of  Albert  C.  Loomis,  Librarian,  and  his  secretary,  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son, I found  among  the  documents  released  to  the  public  in  the  Post  Office  Department  Library  at  Wash- 
ington, this  Report  of  an  inspection  of  the  National  Rank  Note  Co.  Stamp  Office  in  New  York.  The 
detailed  description  of  the  complete  processing,  after  the  plates  were  made,  of  postage  stamps  in  1871  may 
help  some  students  to  solce  problems  for  which  exact  data  have  heretofore  not  been  available.  This  report 
is  hand  written  in  clear  penmanship  on  eighteen  legal  size  pages.  In  some  cases  the  text  is  a little  difficult 
to  read,  but  I have  made  every  effort  to  fill  in  the  illegible  words  correctly. — C.  W.  B. 

Post  Office  Department 
(Office  of  the  Third  Ass’t.  P.  Al.  General 
October  3,  1871 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  verbal  instructions  of  the  ist  September,  directing  me  to 
examine  into  the  manner  of  doing  business  at  the  postage  stamp  manufactory,  I have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I visited  New  ^"ork  for  that  purpose  on  the  19th,  20th,  and  2ist 
September,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: — 

As  is  well  known  the  postage  stamps  used  in  the  United  States  are  not  manufactured 
directly  by  the  government,  but  are  furnished  under  contract  with  the  National  Bank 
Note  Company  of  New  York  City,  who  have  done  this  work  for  the  past  ten  years.  Their 
present  contract,  for  the  period  of  four  years,  will  expire  February  ist,  1873. 

The  manufactory  is  located  in  the  upper  (3th)  story  of  the  Cooper  Institute,  and  in 
its  management  and  operations  is  kept  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  all  other  branches 
of  the  company  business.  It  is  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Mr.  Charles  F, 
Steele,  who  to  an  experience  of  15  years — 10  with  the  Bank  Note  Company  and  5 with 
M essrs.  Toppan,  Carpenter  Sc  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  former  contractors, — adds  the  most 
correct  business  and  personal  habits  and  an  unremitting  attention  to  duty. 

I'he  average  working  force  of  the  establishment  is  about  sixty  hands,  of  whom  two- 
thirds  are  females. 

The  price  paid  by  the  Department  for  the  manufacture  of  stamps  is  23^2  cents  per 
thousand,  with  an  additional  2 cents  per  thousand  for  blanks,  clerical  assistance,  convey- 
ance of  packages  to  the  New  York  Post  Office,  and  other  incidental  expenses  necessary 
to  their  secure  and  proper  transmissions  to  the  different  post  offices  to  which  they  are 
directed  to  be  sent.  ITese  figures,  insignificant  as  they  appear,  realized  the  handsome 
sum  of  $136,984.69  to  the  contractors  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1871,  on  a total 
issue  of  498.126,173  stamps,  representing  a value  of  $14,630,713.00. 

Lest  it  should  escape  notice  for  the  moment,  that  these  last  figures  do  not  comprise 
the  entire  revenue  from  this  source,  I will  add  that  there  were  also  issued  during  the  same 
period  104,673,273  stamped  envelopes  and  newspaper  wrappers  amounting  to  $2,998,836.23. 

The  paper  used  is  manufactured  expressly  for  the  purpose  by  the  Hoosatonic  Mills, 
Hoosatonic,  Mass.,  and  is  of  superior  quality,  though  devoid  of  watermarks  or  other 
devices  calculated  to  prevent  imitation. 

Maeiuifsictuirieg  Postage  Stamps 

The  following  is  a brief  outline  of  the  process  of  manufacturing  postage  stamps, 
to  wit : 

1st.  Printing. — The  first  step  in  this  operation  is  to  dampen  the  paper,  by  placing 
heavy  wet  cloths  between  parcels  containing  23  sheets  each,  in  which  condition  it  remains 
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about  12  hours.  The  printing  is  done  hy  hand  presses,  14  of  which  are  employed  in  the 
business.  I he  daily  capacity  of  each  press,  requiring  two  hands  to  work  it,  is  about  800 
sheets. 

2nd.  Drying. — After  receiving  the  impressions  the  sheets  are  transferred  to  the  drying 
room,  an  apartment  18  by  25  feet,  encased  with  iron,  and  heated  by  steam  pipes  running 
underneath  the  floor,  h rom  two  to  seven  days,  according  to  the  atmosphere  are  con- 
sumed in  thoroughly  drying  the  impressions. 

3rd.  G urnming. — Done  hy  hand  in  single  sheets.  For  hardening  the  gum  the  sheets 
are  placed  in  racks  made  of  wooden  frames  covered  with  muslin  or  netted  wire,  and 
transferred  back  to  the  drying  room  where  the  racks  are  put  up  in  piles  of  fifties. 

4th.  Pressing. — Hoe’s  hydraulic  presses,  four  in  number,  used;  power,  300  to  500  tons. 
Sheets  remain  in  presses  about  12  hours. 

Sth.  D ivision  of  Sheets. — Up  to  this  point,  each  sheet  of  paper  contains  200  impres- 
sions, but  it  is  here  divided  hy  hand  into  two  sheets  of  100  stamps  each. 

6th.  P erf  orating. — The  machines  by  which  this  operation  is  performed  are  models  of 
nicety  and  perfection.  Their  main  features  are  two  brass  cylinders  of  some  twelve  inches 
in  diameter,  adjusted  in  a suitable  frame, — the  one  having  raised  and  the  other  sunken 
dies,  fitting  into  each  other  with  the  greatest  exactness  as  they  make  their  revolutions. 
Between  these  cylinders,  one  by  one,  the  sheets  are  carried  twice,  in  transverse  directions, 
and  the  result  is  that  each  individual  stamp  is  surrounded  by  a perforated  border  by 
which  it  may  be  more  easily  separated  from  its  fellows. 

This  operation  has  proven  useful  in  another  respect;  it  prevents  the  “curling,”  or 
rolling  up,  of  the  sheets,  which  formerly  occasioned  so  much  trouble. 

The  number  of  machines  in  use  is  four,  with  an  aggregate  daily  capacity  of  18,000 
sheets. 

The  propelling  power  is  steam. 

7th.  Second  Pressing. — For  finishing.  Manner  described  in  No.  4. 

T'he  stamps  being  thus  completed  and  carefully  examined  by  Nlr.  Steele,  and  the 

imperfect  sheets  having  been  thrown  out,  the  balance  are  deposited  in  stock  to  be  with- 

drawn for  issue  as  occasion  demands. 

For  convenience  in  filling  orders  the  two  and  three  cent  stamps,  constituting  by  far 
the  greater  portion  of  all  the  issues,  are  put  up  and  stored — first,  in  tied  parcels  of  300,000 
stamps,  and  second,  in  ivrapped  parcels  of  50,000  and  200,000  respectively. 

"Fhe  latter  are  used  for  filling  orders  for  large  offices  and  the  former  for  small  orders 
and  for  completing  balances  on  large  ones. 

"Fhe  imperfect  stamps  are  delivered  to  the  resident  agent  of  the  Department  at 

New  \’ork,  Mr.  Daniel  M.  Boyd,  by  whom  they  are  destroyed  (in  the  furnace  under 
the  boiler),  in  presence  of  a representative  of  the  Bank  Note  Company,  and  a certificate 
of  their  destruction  sent  to  the  Department. 

A single  imperfect  stamp  condemns  at  least  50;  but  if  the  half  of  a sheet  can  be 
saved  in  a perfect  condition  it  is  detached  and  retained;  if  not,  the  whole  sheet  is 

rejected. 

No  difference  at  what  stage  of  manufacture  a sheet  becomes  spoiled,  it  is  carried 
regularly  through  all  the  succeeding  steps,  up  to  the  very  moment  of  entering  the  safe 
with  the  finished  work. 

Tlie  Maimer  of  Filling  Orders 

"Fhe  orders  are  made  up  at  the  Department,  on  blank  forms,  from  Postmasters' 
requisitions,  and  give  the  names  of  the  post-offices  (in  alphabetical  arrangement),  counties, 
states,  postmasters,  and  the  number,  denomination,  and  the  amount  of  stamps  required 
for  each  office. 

Upon  receipt  of  an  order  by  Mr.  Boyd  his  first  care  is  to  verify  the  aggregates,  after 
which  he  makes  liis  requisition  on  tlie  contractors,  accompanying  it  with  tlie  necessary 
blank  receipts  and  addressed  envelopes  prepared,  under  his  direction,  by  clerks  employed, 
as  per  terms  of  contract,  by  the  Bank  Note  Company. 
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By  Courtesy  of  Thomas  F.  Morris 

Kiij»Taviiij»  Dept,  of  Xat.  Bk.  Note  Co.  at  Cooiier  I'liioii,  New  York,  in  the  187()’s 


I'he  names  of  the  engravers  (as  supplied  one  of  those  present)  are  as  follows, 
beginning  at  the  rear:  Alfred  Jones,  Marcus  W.  Bakh\in,  Christian  Rost,  “Pop”  McCoy, 
all  vignette  engravers;  David  Farrington,  letter  engraver;  Rawson  Packard,  script  en- 
graver; Thomas  Kenworthy,  letter  engraver;  Cunningham,  script  engraver;  Cook; 

Douglas  Ronaldson,  letter  engraver;  J.  Cioggin. 

lliese  papers  go  immediately  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Steele  who  withdraws  from  the 
safe  the  exact  amount  of  stamps  required,  and  subdividing  this  amount  to  correspond 
with  the  aggregates  of  the  several  pages  the  work  of  filling  the  order  page  by  page,  is 
then  begun.  When  less  than  1,000  stamps  are  required  for  an  office,  they  are  enclosed  in 
an  envelope,  but  when  more  than  5,000  are  demanded,  they  are  invariably  put  up  and 
forwarded  in  a wrapped  package. 

T he  selections  are  all  made  by  Mr.  Steele  himself,  taking  as  his  guide  receipts  above 
attended  to,  which  are  enclosed  with  the  stamps  for  the  signatures  of  the  several  post- 
masters and  returnetl  to  the  Department  as  vouchers  in  the  settlement  of  their  respective 
accounts. 

As  each  page  is  proven  by  exhausting  the  stamps  laid  out  for  it,  so  the  last  office  on 
the  order  verifies  the  whole  by  exactly  taking  up  the  balance  of  stock  withdrawn  from 
the  safe. 

As  a precaution  against  exchanges  each  lot,  after  passing  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Steele,  is  again  carefully  counted  and  compared  with  the  receipt  enclosed  with  it. 

Mr.  Boyd  now  seals  the  parcels  with  his  monogram,  and  locking  them  up  in  IF  S. 
mail  pouches  they  are  carried  to  the  post-office  in  charge  of  a special  messenger  in  the 
employ  of  the  Bank  Note  Company. 
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Besides  a memorandum  invoice  by  the  Company  the  “Order  Sheets”  (Department 
order)  are  sent  with  the  parcels,  and  being  compared  with  the  latter  as  to  addresses,  are 
receipted  by  the  registry  cleric,  and  serve  as  vouchers  for  the  delivery  of  the  goods.  The 
registered  numbers  under  which  the  parcels  are  to  be  forwarded  have  been  previously 
inserted  on  the  margin  of  the  sheets  by  Mr.  Boyd,  a separate  series  for  stamp  packages 
being  kept  at  the  New  York  post-office,  apart  from  all  other  registered  matter. 

I he  highest  number  of  stamps  forwarded  under  a single  registered  number  is  200,000. 

Usually  the  stamps  are  delivered  at  the  post-office  for  mailing  on  the  second  day 
after  the  receipt  of  the  order  by  Mr.  Boyd;  but  during  the  first  three  or  four  weeks  of 
the  quarter,  when  the  orders  are  disproportionately  large,  this  limit  is  sometimes  exceeded 
by  a day  or  two. 


Checks  and  Balances 

But  the  special  object  of  my  visit  was  directed  to  an  examination  of  the  means  em- 
ployed to  prevent  the  misappropriation  of  stamps  by  any  person  connected  with  their 
manufacture  and  issue. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  taken  into  account  that  the  National  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany are  a concern  of  the  highest  responsibility  and  standing.  Besides  an  immense  private 
business,  and  in  addition  to  their  work  for  the  Post-office  Department,  they  have  many 
contracts  with  the  Treasury  Department  in  connection  with  the  printing  of  bank  notes 
and  other  evidences  of  indebtedness. 

Care  was  taken  that  every  possible  precautionary  condition  devised  by  law  or  sug- 
gested by  experience  should  be  incorporated  in  their  official  contract,  to  the  faithful  and 
literal  observance  of  which  they  are  bound  in  a penalty  of  $20,000. 

No  less  than  thirteen  different  counts  are  made  during  the  various  stages  of  manu- 
facture, from  the  receipt  of  the  paper  from  the  mills  to  the  deposit  in  safe  of  the  finished 
stock. 

A given  number  of  sheets  of  paper  is  counted  out  and  charged  to  the  printer  who  in 
turn  counts  them,  and  then  after  performing  his  work  turns  them  over  to  the  dryer,  from 
the  dryer  they  go  to  the  gummer,  and  so  on  to  completion,  each  individual  being  required 
to  turn  over  the  exact  number  of  sheets  received  from  his  predecessor,  and  the  number 
turned  over  after  the  last  operation  agreeing  with  that  received  in  the  first. 

Accompanying  each  lot  from  the  outset  is  a ticket,  giving  the  number  of  good  im- 
pressions, number  of  bad  impressions,  number  of  blank  sheets,  number  and  denomination 
of  plate,  and  date  of  printing,  date  of  gumming  and  date  of  perforating,  together  with  a 
“signature,”  as  it  is  termed,  formed  by  a combination  of  letters  and  numerals,  which  estab- 
lishes the  identity  of  the  lot  from  all  others  in  course  of  preparation,  and  makes  any  dis- 
crepancy that  may  occur  easily  traceable  to  a particular  lot  and  to  the  particular  Individual 
at  fault. 

These  invoices  are  carried  into  all  the  accounts  kept  in  connection  with  the  work. 

A ledger  account  of  each  department  separately  is  entered  from  the  memorandum 
account  of  the  workman  having  it  in  charge,  and  the  accounts  of  the  several  departments 
must  constantly  agree  with  each  other.  Among  these  different  accounts  are  shown  daily, 
weekly,  monthly,  and  semi-annual  balances. 

Reports  of  finished  and  unfinished  work  and  of  stock  withdrawn  for  Issues,  are  made 
to  the  department  weekly,  by  Mr.  Boyd. 


Csire  of  the  Plates 

A close  personal  surveillance  is  at  all  times  exercised  over  the  labors  of  the  work- 
men, and  during  the  Intervals  of  working  hours  the  machinery  is  carefully  guarded,  the 
plates  from  which  the  impressions  are  taken  being  lockeil  up  in  a safe  uiuler  the  exclusive 
custody  of  a director  of  the  Bank  Note  Company. 

These  plates,  as  well  as  the  dies  from  which  they  are  stamped,  are  made  in  the  com- 
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pany’s  workshop,  and  by  terms  of  contract  are  constituted  the  property  of  the  Depart- 
ment, to  he  disposed  of  at  will. 

Each  one  is  marked  with  its  own  distinctive  number,  so  that  it  may  be  readily  deter- 
mined from  the  record  what  particular  denomination  of  stamps  were  printed  by  a certain 
individual  on  a given  day. 

Oisposimg  of  mejected  Stamps 

The  entire  operations  of  the  company,  pertaining  to  this  work,  are  under  the  con- 
stant scrutiny  of  Mr.  Boyd,  whose  duty  embraces  the  supervision  of  all  affairs  connected 
with  the  issue  and  distribution  of  postage  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes. 

Under  the  peculiar  management  of  the  establishment,  both  with  reference  to  the 
mechanical  arrangements  and  the  method  of  accounts  observed,  it  is  considered  that,  except 
in  one  essential  particular,  the  system  of  checks  and  guards  is  so  nearly  perfect  as  to 
render  any  concerted  effort  to  defraud  impracticable,  save  on  the  improbable  condition  of 
collusion  between  all  concerned,  employers  and  employes. 

This  exception  lies  in  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the  rejected  stamps,  and  a moment’s 
examination  will  disclose  in  it  a ready  avenue  to  the  most  unlimited  possible  fraud. 

The  fault  cannot  however  be  regarded  as  chargeable  upon  the  Bank  Note  Company, 
for  it  occurs  at  a point  w'here  they  no  longer  have  control  of  the  stamps. 

I'he  plan,  such  as  it  is,  was  inaugurated  by  the  Department,  and  the  Department 
alone  is  responsible  for  its  continuance. 

Nearly  13,000,000  stamps,  or  about  2]/^  per  centum  of  the  entire  production,  are  con- 
demned annually,  and  memorandum  certificates  of  destruction,  signed  by  Mr.  Boyd  and  a 
subordinate  employe  of  the  Bank  Note  Company,  are  the  only  vouchers  the  Department 
has  to  account  for  a representative  value  of  over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Criticlsjiii  of  Procedure  of  Oisposal  of  Rejections 

What  matters  it  then  that  there  has  been  maintained  throughout  every  stage  of  manu- 
facture an  elaborate  system  of  checks  and  balances,  and  that  every  postmaster  in  the 
country  is  himself  a check  to  ensure  the  proper  accountability  of  the  accepted  stamps,  if 
in  the  end  the  final  disposition  of  so  large  a proportion  of  all  the  stamps  manufactured 
is  to  be  confided  to  the  integrity  of  two  persons,  or,  it  may  be,  of  one  only? 

If  Mr.  Boyd  and  the  witness  count  the  stamps  after  Mr.  Steele,  the  question  of 
appropriating  to  themselves  any  portion  or  the  whole  of  them  is  a matter  depending  on 
thei?'  discretion. 

If  they  neglect  to  perform  this  duty,  and  it  is  no  light  one,  then  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  Mr.  Steele, — superintendent,  bookkeeper  and  inspector, — from  applying  to  his 
own  uses  any  quantity  of  stamps  he  may  see  fit  to  take. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  nearly  all  these  rejected  stamps  are  perfect  impressions, 
a single  bad  one  in  many  cases  having  condemned  49  good  ones. 

But  even  were  it  desirable  to  obtain  whole  sheets,  it  ■\^■ill  be  readily  apparent  that 
under  the  supposition  of  connivance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Steele,  no  lack  of  opportunity 
would  be  found  wanting. 

In  using  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned,  I wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  it  is  in  no  wise  in  a personal  sense,  but  simply  for  greater  convenience  in  designating 
the  positions  they  respectively  occupy. 

So  far  from  having  any  desire  to  reflect  on  either  of  them,  I take  the  occasion  to  say 
that  all  my  observations  have  pointed  to  an  honest  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty  upon  the 
part  of  both  ; and  I feel  sure  that  any  remedy  the  department  may  provide  for  its  own 
protection  will  be  welcomed  by  them  as  a means  of  relieving  them  of  all  possible  chance 
of  suspicion. 

Suggested  Change  in  TDisposal  of  Rejections 

The  plan  hereby  respectfully  recommended  for  disposing  of  the  articles  in  question,  is 
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that  they  be  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  vaults  of  the  Company  for  a fixed  period,  say 
one  quarter,  when  they  shall  be  counted  and  destroyed  by  a commission  consisting  of  three 
persons,  viz.  a director  or  other  responsible  officer  of  the  Bank  Note  Company,  the  resi- 
dent agent  of  the  Department  at  New  York  (Mr.  Boyd),  and  an  officer  from  the  Depart- 
ment, to  be  designated  by  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General;  and  that  this  com- 
mission shall  be  required  to  certify  to  their  results  under  oath,  and  in  duplicate, — one 
copy  to  be  retained  by  the  Bank  Note  Company,  and  the  other  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Department  at  Washington.  I would  further  suggest  that  the  time  selected  be  during 
the  last  few  days  of  the  quarter,  when  there  is  comparatively  little  doing  at  the  manu- 
factory. 

In  making  this  recommendation,  1 am  not  unmindful  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task 
sought  to  be  imposed.  The  counting  of  such  a large  number  of  stamps,  all  in  fragments 
of  sheets,  must  necessarily  consume  much  time,  and  may  perhaps  necessitate  the  employ- 
ment of  expert  counters;  but  if  any  system  is  worth  observing,  and  if  it  be  desirable  to 
close  the  door  to  the  possibility  of  systematic  embezzlement,  I do  not  see  how  the  diffi- 
culty can  be  avoided. 

It  may  he  argued,  with  all  the  probabilities  in  its  favor,  that  an  adequate  prevention 
exists  in  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  the  stamps  in  sufficient  quantities  to  render  the  under- 
taking profitable;  but  this  is  an  extraneous  circumstance  upon  which  the  Department  is 
not  justified  in  placing  any  reliance,  with  a remedy  within  reach. 

The  matter  is  respectfully  presented  for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  suitable  in 
the  premises. 


Merits  of  tlie  Stsunips 

In  closing  this  report  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  say  a word  concerning  the  merits 
of  the  stamps  themselves,  and  I can  do  no  better  than  to  quote  from  a foreign  authority. 

7'he  Director  General  of  Posts  of  Switzerland,  writing  under  date  of  May  19th 
last,  in  acknowledgement  of  specimens  sent  him,  uses  the  following  language:  “We  can- 
not refrain  from  saying  that  these  different  stamps  far  surpass  anything  of  that  kind  that 
we  have  seen,  both  in  the  quality  of  the  paper  and  perfection  of  the  engraving  and  work- 
manship in  general.” 

V^ery  respectfully. 

Your  obt.  servant, 

A.  D.  Hazen 


H on.  W.  H.  H.  T errell 

3rd  Ass’t  P.  M.  General. 


Chief  of  Stamp  Div. 


William  Wyon 

The  London  City  Aledal  of  1837  engraved  by  William  Wyon  (1795-1851)  sired 
many  stamp  designs  of  Great  Britain  and  its  Colonies.  The  first  of  these  were  the  penny 
black  and  the  two  pence  blue  of  Great  Britain,  placed  on  sale  IMay  i,  1840,  and  accept- 
able for  the  prepayment  of  postage  effective  May  6. 

Wyon,  a member  of  a famous  family  of  engravers,  was  Engraver  of  Seals  to  the 
Queen  and  Engraver  to  the  London  Royal  Academy.  He  engraved  the  i shilling  and 
10  pence  cameo  stamps  of  (Teat  Britain  (Scott’s  design  A3).  Artist’s  original  drawings 
of  these  stamp  designs  submitted  by  Wyon  in  1847  have  been  seen.  The  six  pence  cameo 
of  March  i,  1854,  was  engraved  by  this  great  medalist.  This  was  the  last  of  the 
cameos. — G.  W.  C. 
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Martin  Riester,  French 


Engraver 


Itolivia  Shield  Essay  Enslaved 


by  ^lartiii  Riester 


Prompted  by  an  illustration  in  the  preceding  issue  of  this  Journal^  E.  Corbisier  de 
M eaultsart,  Editor  of  Le  Philafeliste  Beige,  has  sent  us  the  following  communication: 

Brussels  7 March  19^2 
127  Av.  de  Broqiieville 

The  Editor  The  Essay  Proof  Journal 
I Sheridan  Square,  New  York  14,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir, 


III  vol  nr.  I issue  of  your  excellent  journal,  p.  40,  you  show  a “Bolivia  1S63?  Shield  essay  by  De  la 
Rue.”  May  I point  [out]  that  this  essay  is  what  we  call  a “projet.”  There  are  two  different  types  of 
this  projet  both  designed  by  Alartin  Riester,  a french  engraver,  and  one  is  signed  M.  R.  F.  (Martin 
Riester  fecit)  underneath  (see  your  block)  and  the  other  is  dated  1864  in  one  of  the  right  side  scrolls.  I 
did  not  know  that  Riester  was  a De  La  Rue  employe. 

I send  you  by  ordinary  mail  a copy  of  our  P hilaieliste  Brlge  nr.  32/33  of  May-June  1949  containing 
p.  too  an  article  signed  by  me  concerning  this  Riester  and  a reproduction  of  two  of  his  works,  the  first  one 
being  an  original  pull  of  the  Bolicia’s  1864  “projects”  signed  by  Riester  himself,  this  item  from  my  own 
collection,  the  second  a “projet”  for  the  Egyptian  G.  P.  O. 

Sincerely 


E.  Corbisier  de  Meaultsart,  Editor 

Appended  hereto  is  a translation  of  the  article  referred  to  in  the  above  letter,  appear- 
ing under  the  title  “La  Petite  Histoire,”  and  signed  with  the  initials  of  the  author. 


The  designer  and  copper  plate  engraver,  Martin  Riester,  a native  of  Colmar,  where 
he  was  horn  in  1819  and  where  he  was  a pupil  of  Rosbach,  came  to  Paris  about  1840  and 
found  employment  in  a factory.  He  specialized  in  ornamentation,  lettering,  ornate  figures, 
etc.  [Eootnote  reference  to  Martin  Riester,  “Les  chiffres  ornes,”  in  Bibl.  Roy.  11/53576.] 
Riester  is  an  engraver  of  very  little  fame.  The  more  e.xtensive  historical  works,  encyclo- 
pedias and  dictionaries  fail  to  even  mention  him;  all  except  a specialized  German  work, 
where  we  finally  found  his  name  followed  by  a brief  biographical  note.  [Eootnote  ref- 
erence to  “Kunstler  Lexicon”  by  Nagler,  Bibl.  Roy.] 

3'he  reason  that  Riester  is  the  subject  of  this  “thumbnail”  sketch  {petite  liistoire) 
is  that  on  occasion  he  prepared  postage  stamp  essays  {projets)  for  countries  soliciting 
proposals,  and  that  we  possess  a double  essay  {pro jet)  for  lL)livia  engraved  by  this  minor 
artist  and  signed  hy  his  hand.  [Illustration  of  two  essays  side  by  side  on  one  sheet,  one 
like  that  in  E.  P.  J.  No.  33,  p.  40,  reproduced  above,  and  the  other  very  similar,  below 
which  is  written  in  two  lines,  essai  par  voire  serviteur  / Riester.^ 
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Do  these  essays  {projets)  date  from  before  1866  or  were  they  engraved  after  the 
first  issue,  in  1867-68?  We  do  not  know.  In  any  case  they  {ces  essais)  did  not  attract 
the  attention  of  the  Bolivian  government,  which  turned  for  its  first  issue  to  a local  engraver 
and  for  its  second  to  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York.  [Footnote  reference 
to  the  acquisition  by  the  writer  of  a block  of  six  proofs  on  card  in  the  adopted  color  with 
a portion  of  this  firm’s  name  on  the  margin.]  Riester  nevertheless  attempted  to  profit 
from  the  fruit  of  his  labor  by  having  reproduced  one  of  the  two  essays  {projets)  (they 
were  very  similar  to  each  other)  on  papers  of  different  colors.  Copies  are  found  from 
time  to  time  in  old  collections  and  are  generally  regarded  as  fantasies,  or  as  fakej  {faux) 
(?).  They  did  not  bring  him  more  than  the  price  that  would  have  been  paid  him  for  his 
copper  plate. 

Riester  was  moreover,  it  seems,  a recidivist.  In  proof  of  this,  while  reading  recently 
an  article  on  the  stamp  essays  {essais)  of  Egypt,  we  by  chance  ran  across  an  essay  {projet) 
by  our  engraver.  [Footnote  reference  to  the  Collectors  Club  Philatelist , vol.  XXI,  No.  3, 
July  1942:  “The  Essays  of  Egypt,”  by  Ernest  A.  Kehr.  The  illustration  on  page  162  of 
this  reference  is  reproduced.]  The  author  does  not  disguise  his  thought.  Here  is  what 
he  says: 

“Because  this  essay  was  rather  common  a few  years  after  its  submission,  an  early 
philatelic  publication  hinted  that  Riester  had  made  this  essay  and  submitted  it  to  the 
Egyptian  government  simply  as  an  overture  and  that  his  prime  intention  was  to  sell  a 
quantity  of  them  to  stamp  dealers  so  that  he’d  make  a profit  from  it  whether  he  received 
the  contract  or  not.” 

It  may  be  concluded  that  Riester,  in  this  Egyptian  case  also,  around  1866,  “created” 
a postage  stamp  in  order  to  make  some  money. 

All  this,  be  it  said,  is  without  wishing  harm  to  the  memory  of  Nlartin  Riester, 
engraver  by  profession  and  also  at  times,  perhaps,  maker  of  postage  stamps  for  collectors. 

— E.  C.  M. 


Netlierlanids  at  tlie  National  Fliilatelic  MnseTim 

In  a gesture  of  international  good  will,  the  Eebruary  1952  exhibition  at  the  Museum 
was  devoted  to  the  philately  of  The  Netherlands.  The  occasion  was  the  centenary  of 
Holland’s  first  postal  adhesive  stamps  which  were  issued  January  i,  1852.  Essays  and 
proofs  played  a major  role  in  the  displays. 

James  H.  Baxter,  foremost  American  student  of  stamp  manufacturing  technics,  and 
author  of  “Printing  Stamps  by  Line  Engraving,”  arranged  a display  showing  by  means 
of  large  photostats  the  various  steps  in  producing  Holland’s  stamps.  Collated  with  these 
were  beautifully  mounted  essays  and  proofs  loaned  by  the  Netherlands  Postal  IMuseum, 
Including  artists’  sketches  and  finished  drawings,  progress  essays  showing  various  states 
of  the  dies,  proofs  in  normal  and  trial  colors,  and  other  relevant  items.  Truly  a very 
fine  educational  panorama. 

Johannes  de  Kruyf,  a native  of  Holland,  now  resident  in  West  Englewood,  N.  J., 
devoted  nine  of  his  frames  to  essays  and  proofs  which,  he  states,  is  one  of  his  major 
interests.  Mr.  de  Kruyf  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Exhibition  Committee  representing 
the  Netherlands  and  Colonies  Group.  John  de  Nood,  also  a native  Hollander  now  living 
in  IVIt.  Prospect,  Illinois,  included  essays  and  proofs  in  his  showing — ten  frames  of  them. 
Both  these  exhibits  were  beautifully  displayed. 

In  the  exhibit  of  Harry  8.  Heymans  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  we  noted  reprints  of 
the  first  issue,  made  by  Moesman  in  189,5  using  the  original  plates  of  lOO  subjects  divided 
into  quads  of  25.  Heymans’  showing  consisted  of  two  25-subject  pieces.  1 he  air-mail 
section  of  the  show  was  ably  supported  by  John  J.  Britt  of  our  Society. 

A banquet  and  a preview  attended  by  Dutch  officials  and  members  of  tlie  Museum 
took  place  as  usual.  T he  Museum  Book  issued  on  this  occasion  is,  in  the  opinion  t)f  this 
reporter,  one  of  the  best  yet  issued:  and  to  all  whose  interests  in  philately  go  beyond  the 
mere  acquisition  of  essays,  proof  and  stamps,  it  is  a “must.  — (1.  ^\  . C . 
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Notes  on  Lime  Emgravimg 

Hy  G.  F.  C.  Smillie  * 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  33,  page  220.) 

Clioice  of  ILiities  for  Texture 

When  a “line  engraver”  takes  up  a subject  for  reproduction,  the  first  problem  which 
presents  itself  for  solution  is  the  determination  of  the  textures  which  will  most  agreeably 
and  truly  translate  the  color  effects  of  the  painting,  or,  in  case  of  a monochrome  subject, 
most  pleasurably  express  the  tone  possibilities.  But  together  with  this  problem  of  texture 
and  inextricably  mixed  with  it  is  the  planning  of  directions  for  the  lines  as  w^ell  as  their 
commingling  angles  of  crossing,  widths,  broken  or  continuous — the  multitude  of  considera- 
tions which  experience  alone  can  teach  as  essentials  to  the  desired  results.  It  requires  but 
little  experience — but  little  observation  and  consideration — to  realize  that  some  directions 
or  curvatures  of  line  better  than  others  express  the  contours  of  form  or  surface  sought  to  be 
rendered,  also  that  some  directions,  and  relations  of  lines  to  each  other  as  well  as  to  the 
subject,  give  more  pleasurable  sensations  than  others.  Whilst  some  flow  with  harmonious 
grace  in  their  relations  to  each  other,  others  clash  in  their  abruptness  or  displease  by 
their  insipid  deviation  from  their  fellows,  like  half-tones  in  music.  If  some  fabric  having 
pronounced  parallel  lines  in  its  pattern,  such  as  bed  ticking,  be  draped  and  bent  in  any 
folds  or  forms,  observation  of  the  lines  will  show  how  perfectly  the  story  of  its  surface  is 
told  by  the  directions  and  widths  of  lines  as  presented  in  their  curvatures  about  the  folds. 
With  study  and  consideration  the  line-engraver  has  learned  to  construct  all  surfaces  in 
forms  of  line  which  convey  pleasure  and  truth. 

It  often  happens  that  conjoined  surfaces  of  the  subject  suggest  differing  and  some- 
times uncongenial  directions  for  the  line.  It  then  becomes  the  function  of  the  engraver 
to  so  ingeniously  effect  the  transition  that  it  may  give  no  discordant  effect.  This  is 
achieved  by  several  means:  either  allowing  one  main  line  to  die  down  into  a crossing  as  the 
other  emerges  as  the  main  line,  or  by  introduction  of  a mediational  line — a “resultant”  of 
the  conflicting  lines;  just  as,  in  color,  red  may  merge  into  green  either  way  around  the 
prismatic  circle — via  purple  and  blue,  or  orange  and  yellow,  or  across  lots  via  the  brown 
or  broken  green. 

The  fierce  contrast  of  absolutely  black  ink  lines  against  white  paper,  forces  the  mecha- 
nism of  a line  engraving  upon  the  attention  in  a way  that  no  other  medium  does,  or  can. 
If  there  be  gross  disparities  in  widths  or  direction  or  strength  of  individual  lines,  not  only 
is  the  mechanism  offensively  obtrusive,  but  the  contours  or  planes  of  the  subject  are  falsi- 
fied. Hence  there  must  be  a measurable  degree  of  perfection  of  mechanism  in  order  to 
avoid  the  offense  of  mechanism  and  allow  all  to  sink  into  a tint,  a tone:  having  texture, 
as  may  be  requisite  or  desirable,  but  the  obtrusiveness  of  lines  in  themselves  to  be  lost  in 
the  general  mass  and  tone. 

The  engraver  must  express  in  terms  of  “texture”  both  color  and  texture.  Certain 
qualities  of  line  and  texture  seem  to  better  express  the  various  colors  than  others.  For 
instance:  blue,  a clear  smooth  line;  red,  a rather  muddy,  crossed  and  broken  line;  yellow, 
an  open,  broken  line — all  with  modifications  according  to  circumstance,  whether  it  be  shad- 
ing of  the  color  or  the  natural  texture  of  the  subject. 

In  engraving  a face,  which  presents  such  a multitudinous  variety  of  major  and  minor 
forms  and  undulations,  colors  and  textures,  the  greatest  difficulties  of  line  engraving  are 
presented.  The  globular  form  of  the  head  determines  the  general  trend  of  the  main  lines, 
and  principal  crossings.  These  lines  are  modified  in  direction  by  the  features  and,  in  lesser 

* From  handwritten  notes  dated  1912  to  1917  by  the  late  G.  F.  C.  Smillie,  Chief  Engraver  at  the 
Bureau  of  Enijravintr  and  I’rintinfr  189^-1922,  made  available  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F'.  B.  Smillie  and  arranited 
by  Clarence  W.  Brazer.  Selections  from  these  notes  appeared  in  Jouun.vi.s  30,  32  and  33. — Editor. 
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degree,  by  the  muscular  and  fleshy  undulations.  There  has  to  be  considered  the  ruddiness 
of  the  cheek  and  lips,  the  blueness  of  eye-shadow.  Then  there  are  the  differences  of  texture 
which  cannot  be  ignored:  the  tightly  drawn  skin  over  brow  or  upper  forehead,  merging  into 
pulpier  qualities  at  the  brows,  thinner  and  tenderer  qualities  at  the  temples:  the  cheeks, 
coarser  and  pulpier  still,  merging  into  the  hard  quality  of  shaven  jaws,  the  chin  differing 
from  the  jaws:  the  fineness  of  the  lips  and  the  smooth  drawn  texture  of  the  nose,  the 
loose  soft  flesh  of  the  lower  eye-lids,  the  firmer  flesh  of  under-brows  and  upper  eyelid — 
while  the  eye  itself  is  hard  and  polished.  There  are  modifications  of  these  where  they  are 
shaded,  or  qualified  by  color,  which  cannot  be  rendered  merely  by  shading,  any  more  than 
the  shading  of  colors  in  a painting  can  be  secured  by  an  admixture  of  black.  This  aggre- 
gation of  qualities  and  textures  must  be  brought  into  harmonious  relation,  and  all  without 
disregarding  the  general  scheme  of  lining,  and  always  bound  within  the  exact  limitations 
of  form,  light  and  shade  which  makes  or  breaks  the  portraiture. 


(^oiniiio<Joie  ('oriieliiis  Vanderbilt 

Vanity  Enconiiitered  in  Portrait  Engraving 

Some  of  the  curiosities  of  portraiture  experience  common  to  all  branches — from  paint- 
ing to  photography,  is  the  all  but  universal  vanity.  Usually  it  is  the  demand  for  “youth- 
fulizing” — it  is  rarely  refused ; sometimes  for  improvement  of  feature,  often  for  exag- 
gerating some  pleasing  quality  of  features  or  expression;  sometimes  the  desire  to  resemble 
some  other  admired  person. 

Col.  Roosevelt  would  hardly  be  selected  as  a subject  of  personal  vanity,  yet  when 
written  to  for  the  most  acceptable  portrait  of  himself  for  use  at  his  first  inaugural  as 
President  he  furnished  a photograph  made  from  a smoothed  up,  prettified  crayon  portrait 
made  nearly  twenty  years  previously. 

President  McKinley  liad  one  of  the  most  asymmetrical  heads  I’ve  ever  encountered. 
One  side  was  heavy,  slightly  sagging,  and  that  was  the  side  he  preferred  to  perpetuate, 
saying  that  to  him  it  ^'looked  more  statesmanlike.  I lie  other  sule  was  alert,  and  full  of 
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refinement  and  delicate  drawing;,  “Napoleonic”  in  cast,  and  tliat  he  was  persuaded  to  use. 
It  more  truly  represented  the  character  of  the  man. 

I'here  is  not  often  less  resemhlance  in  feature  than  between  Com.  Cornelius  Vander- 
bilt and  his  son  William  H.  Yet  when  the  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  sent  its  order  to  the 
National  Bank  Note  Co.  to  engrave  Wm.  H.’s  portrait,  it  was  accompanied  by  a portrait 
of  his  father  and  directions  to  make  the  features  correspond  as  nearly  as  possible,  even 
sacrificing  resemblance  to  the  original  somewhat  to  accomplish  the  result  demanded.* 

From  that  to  the  substitution  of  another  person  altogether  is  a matter  of  degree  only, 
and  a lady  who  wished  to  please  the  Danish  relatives  of  her  late  husband  used  a beautiful 
young  neighbor  to  accomplish  her  purpose,  writing  “Yours  affectionately”  across  the  base 
of  the  print  when  sending. 

Th  ere’s  another  side  to  portraiture — especially  in  engraving  where  the  process  is  so 
prolonged  and  the  study  of  every  form,  feature,  contour,  line,  shade  and  light  so  minute 


Will.  H.  \’andorhil(.  Eiigiaved  by  A It  rod  .loiios 

and  continuous.  That  is  the  impression  of  character  which  grows  spontaneously  and  in 
spite  of  preference,  predilections  or  prejudices.  Faces  which  may  please  at  first  viewing 
sometimes  develop  disagreeable  or  sinister  impressions  in  the  engraver — whilst  other  faces 
which  are  far  from  alluring  at  first,  gradually  unfold  latent  qualities  which  command 
respect  and  liking.  In  the  multitude  of  portraits  coming  under  my  personal  consideration, 
but  few  opportunities  occur  to  establish  or  disprove  the  accuracy  of  these  impressions,  but 
in  these  comparatively  few  there  has  been  no  instance  which  discredited  the  involuntary 
estimate  of  character  developed  \\hile  engraving  the  portrait  of  the  individual.  I am  no 
“reader”  of  character  either,  and  some  of  these  intuitions  were  widely  divergent  from 
accepted  estimates.  But  time  and  circumstance  has  usually  confirmed  the  engraver’s 
impression. 

* This  incident  was  also  mentioned  in  the  pre\’ioiis  installment.  Journal  Xo.  33,  pat;e  20,  wliere  it 
was  stated  that  the  desired  enirrax'inj^  “was  skillfully  effected  hy  Alfred  Jones — one  of  tlie  ablest  engravers 
in  f>ank  Note  work.”  'I'lie  orit;inals  of  the  illustrations  here  shou  n bear  tlie  imprint  of  the  National  Hank 
Note  Co.,  and  it  is  assumed  that  they  are  the  portraits  alluded  to. — Editor. 
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Method  of  Working 

From  a letter  of  S.  Alonzo  Schoff  to  IMarcus  Baldwin,  2 March  1900. 

You  refer  to  “flesh-work  and  a nice  direction  of  line  I seem  to  do  easily.”  I assure  you  my  work  is 
not  done  so  easily,  but  whatever  may  be  jiood  is  done  from  much  study  and  care.  For  instance,  in  drawing 
with  a fine  brush  and  black,  I mark  on  the  plate  or  head  half  a dozen  [trials]  over  the  face,  until  1 get 
the  direction  I like,  sometimes  a number  of  times  before  I am  suited,  and  then  with  a point  [I]  mark 
them  on  the  steel  for  a guide.  Then  1 find  the  width  1 want  for  the  most  open  ones-— perhaps  on  the 
cheek — then  make  a section  of  five  of  them.  With  small  dividers  | I [ get  the  whole  width  of  them,  and 
then  make  five  of  similar  w idth,  and  so  in  narrowing  the  dividers  to  suit  the  graduating  or  narrowing  width. 
I take  five  lines  because  you  can  draw  a line  with  the  belly  of  a sharp  graver  in  the  center  easily  and  the 
two  other  lines  on  each  side  of  it,  as  they  are  too  close  to  do  so  with  the  dividers.  Then  you  can  readily* 
carry  out  the  whole  length  of  the  line  as  you  go  along.  Sometimes  when  I get  through,  I erase  them  and 
try  again.  You  know’  no  engraving  is  done  without  much  care  and  study — that  is,  good  work. 

I have  always  been  bothered  to  keep  flesh  dots  straight  on  the  line — they  incline  to  go  oft  to  the  right 
on  account  of  not  holding  the  graver  right,  so  1 have  to  compel  the  hand. 

The  English  engravers  in  re-cutting  a flesh  dot  put  the  point  [the  point  of  the  graver]  down  firmly 
at  the  beginning  of  the  dot  and  then  cut  it  clear  to  its  end,  and  then  cut  it  or  slip  it  out  clean : and  in 
the  return  the  same,  and  use  different  widths  of  the  belly  of  the  graver  according  to  the  different  widths 
or  size  of  the  dot. 

I presume  you  know  all  this  but  it  will  do  no  hurt  to  speak  of  it. 


Pictorial  Engraving 

Picture  Engraving  has  been  denominated  ‘‘drawing  in  beautiful  lines”  by — and  such 
it  is — a drawing  made  subject  to  peculiar  mechanical  difficulties.  This  demands  in  the 
engraver  a combination  of  artistic  and  mechanical  qualities  which  must  be  so  balanced 
that  they  may  work  together.  The  artistic  ambition  and  feeling  are  largely  negatived  by 
mechanical  limitations  to  their  expression  and  most  men  demand  the  immediate  end  for 
expression  of  their  art  impulses  through  the  media  of  the  brush,  the  pencil,  the  chisel,  or 
modeling  tool.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mechanical  instinct  seeks  its  exercises  usually  in 
its  own  particular  field.  It  is  exceptionally  rare  that  the  two  are  found  together  in  such 
proportions  as  to  be  practical  and  coupled  with  a patience  which  is  almost  contemptible — 
all  of  which  are  indispensable  in  the  production  of  an  engraver. 

Consider  too  the  tediousness  and  labor  necessary  to  his  education.  After  years  of 
art  study,  gradually  coupled  with  exercise  in  the  use  of  the  engraving  tools,  studying  first 
the  production  of  lines  in  parallels  or  graduations — then  the  effects  of  combinations  and 
crossings — the  production  of  textures  and  finally  of  the  translation  into  the  simple  terms 
of  texture  of  all  the  wide  range  of  color  and  texture  and  their  intermingling  in  an  effective 
and  harmonious  whole.  Couple  with  all  these  problems  and  difficulties  the  length  of 
time  necessary  to  engrave  a single  subject  and  so  work  out  a single  experiment.  Bank- 
note portraits  require  from  two  weeks  to  as  many  months  each,  while  other  subjects  for 
other  securities  may  run  to  as  high  as  six  months.  For  the  production  of  the  pictures 
used  in  wall  decoration  the  time  runs  up  into  years  for  a single  plate. 

All  of  this  means  that  for  a very  moderate  degree  of  experience  an  immense  con- 
sumption of  time  must  elapse  or  a correspondingly  immense  concentration  of  labor.  Hence 
it  results  that  the  best  products  of  the  best  engravers  have  come  from  their  mature  or 
late  life.  Many  instances  can  he  given  (Jones,  Schoff,  Smillie,  amongst  the  latest),  and 
all  of  them  did  their  best  work  between  50  and  80  years. 

It  must  be  patent  to  every  one  without  special  argument  that  the  securities  of  the 
(jovernment — the  postage  stamps,  licenses,  commissions,  revenue  stamps,  bonds  and  cur- 
rency— must  be  of  the  very  highest  procurable  grade  in  order  to  reduce  counterfeiting  to 
a minimum.  Only  to  a limited  degree  is  it  possible  for  the  Secret  Service  to  trace  and 
suppress  duplication  after  the  spurious  currency  has  been  passed,  hut  the  only  real  safe- 
guard offered  the  great  general  public  is  the  excellence  of  the  engraving  of  the  original: 
the  presentation  therein  of  the  greatest  difficulty  to  counterfeiters  that  may  he  devised  is 
that  at  a glance — or  certainly  upon  fairly  critical  examination  of  a counterfeit — there  will 
he  presented  to  the  Inexpert  public  a doubtfulness  which  will  protect  them  as  far  as 
possible. 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  34 


79 


3'he  policy  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  supplementing  the  natural  rarity  of 
superior  skill  in  certain  lines  of  bank  note  engraving,  has  resulted  in  such  a limited  num- 
ber of  engravers  of  the  highest  class  that  there  are  less  than  half  a dozen  that  can  be  in 
any  way  classed  as  in  the  best  grade. 

And  as  for  the  future,  other  fields  present  greater  attractions  and  higher  remunera- 
tion for  less  arduous  efforts,  and  the  grade  of  men  who  in  bygone  years  went  into  engrav- 
ing would  not  consider  it  today,  but  would  exploit  themselves  either  in  the  field  of  art 
exclusively,  or  some  other  field,  but  certainly  not  in  engraving.  The  day  of  its  charm 
has  passed.  The  pay  is  too  low. 

IBsiitik  Note  Engraviiig 

Bank  note  engraving  is  peculiarly  an  American  industry,  developed  during  the  last 
century,  requiring  engravers  especially  trained  to  overcome  the  difficulties  connected  with 
transferring  and  to  increase  the  difficulties  of  counterfeiting.  The  tendency  was  to  sacri- 
fice the  artistic  qualities  to  the  mechanical,  thereby  losing  that  elusive  personal  quality 
which  presents  the  greatest  difficulty  to  the  copyist.  But,  mainly  if  not  exclusively  by  the 
spirit  of  emulation  amongst  engravers,  the  present  degree  of  perfection  has  been  attained. 
They  alone  could  devise  technical  means  for  overcoming  technical  difficulties,  and  this 
competitive  spirit  was  wholly  engendered  by  an  exchange  of  proofs  embodying  the  ideas 
and  progress  of  engravers  working  in  different  establishments. 

Engraving  is  not  pure  art  as  in  painting  or  sculpture,  where,  given  the  pigments,  or 
the  clay,  the  artist  reproduces  with  modification  and  rearrangement  what  nature  has 
painted  or  modeled  before  him.  It  is  art  expressed  in  the  most  difficult  mechanical  way, 
where  colors  and  the  distinctive  qualities  of  the  subject  must  be  translated  into  terms  of 
texture,  expressed  in  hard  black  lines  and  dots  in  contrast  with  white  paper.  There  are 
no  books  to  tell  us  these. 

Forntiiuila  for  Frovimg  Ink 

2/3  Frankfort  Black — hard 
I /3  Soft  Black 


2/3  Stiff  boiled  Oil 
1/3  Raw  Oil 

Grind  on  slab  until  as  fine  as  possible,  and  have  so  thick  and  hard  that  after  grinding 
it  is  of  the  consistency  of  stiff  putty. 

When  proving  with  this,  plate  must  be  hot  while  inking,  wiping  and  polishing,  also 
when  placed  on  the  press.  Use  four  or  five  grades  of  rag  when  Inking,  ending  with 
fine  mull. 

G.  F.  C.  Smillie 


]B<.  N,  A,  Revemiie  Catalog  lecludes 
Essays  and  Proofs 

In  a recent  Issue  of  If’eekly  Philatelic  Gossip,  the  reviewer  discussing  the  Standard 
fi.  N.  A.  Revenue  Catalog  stated  in  part,  “A  section  is  devoted  to  Proofs  and  Essays 
which  the  collector  will  find  most  helpful.”  This  is  one  more  indication  of  the  growing 
interest  In  this  category  of  stamp  collecting. 


“No  other  country  in  the  world  has  provided  so  many  handsome  engravings  of  their 
famous  men  on  stamps  as  have  the  United  States.”  — Robson  Lowe. 
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Curious  Fumbles 

By  Stephen  G.  Rich,  Ph.D. 

The  essays  for  the  Canada  Alap  Stamp  of  1898  and  the  stamp  itself  show  some  very 
curious  fumbles  in  deciding  which  parts  of  the  world  were  then  British  and  hence  to  be 
shown  in  color  on  that  stamp.  It  has  long  been  a matter  of  record,  in  a fair  number  of 
articles  in  various  papers,  that  the  stamp  itself  somewhat  overstated  by  red  color  the 
territory  that  was  then  British.  In  Africa,  the  Transvaal,  the  Orange  Free  State, 
Southwest  Africa  and  half  of  Mocambique  were  shown  as  British,  though  none  then  were 
and  the  last-named  still  is  not.  Nigeria  and  Gold  Coast  are  shown  as  coterminous,  too — 
without  regard  for  the  existence  of  Togoland.  Over  in  the  Far  East,  the  whole  of  Borneo 
is  shown  as  British. 


85E-AA 


The  very  early  essay  pictured  and  described,  with  its  history  in  this  Journal,  No.  21, 
January  1949,  page  44,  has  its  own  vagaries  as  to  what  lands  are  or  were  British.  The 
Canada-United  States  border  is  drawn  so  as  to  give  quite  an  erroneous  impression,  as  if 
it  went  down  diagonally  across  Montana,  Idaho  and  Washington,  In  Africa,  British 
possession  of  Somaliland  Protectorate  was  omitted,  and  Zululand  appears  to  be  joined 
to  Rhodesia  across  Mocambique.  Madagascar  is  made  British. 

Of  the  later  essays,  shown  in  this  Journal,  No.  18,  April  1948,  page  78,  all  four 
are  interesting  for  different  errors  in  showing  what  lands  were  then  British.  No.  85E-A, 
with  the  globes,  runs  the  Canada-United  States  boundary  straight  from  ocean  to  ocean 
and  down  as  far  as  the  northern  edge  of  California  as  it  reaches  the  Pacific,  Eg}"pt  is 
shown  as  British,  but  strangely  enough,  only  a part  of  the  Sudan.  In  southern  Africa, 
not  only  are  shown  all  the  areas  misshown  as  British  on  the  issued  stamp;  they  appear 
plus  apparently  extensions  along  the  eastern  and  western  coasts  of  Africa  up  to  the  equator. 

I'he  essay  with  heraldic  emblem  border.  No.  85E-B,  leaving  out  Egypt  and  the  Sudan, 
is  the  least  inaccurate  of  all  the  designs. 

The  next  essay,  with  conspicuous  VRI  monogram  at  top.  No.  85E-C,  seems  to  err 
mainly  in  making  all  of  Borneo  British. 

"Fhe  essay  by  Warren  L.  Green,  No.  85E-D,  from  which  the  design  of  the  issued 
stamp  was  evidently  developed,  has  some  of  the  most  curious  of  all  the  errors.  In  this, 
not  only  is  the  Canada-United  States  boundary  again  brought  down  to  the  northern  edge 
of  California,  but  the  boundary  with  Alaska  is  extended  far  into  tliat  territory.  In  this 
case  Cyrenaica,  Libya  and  Egypt  are  all  shown  as  British,  as  is  most  of  the  Sudan. 
Half  of  Rhodesia  and  most  of  Bechuanaland  are  omitted  from  the  British  lands,  w bile 
Grange  Free  State,  Transvaal  and  a good  part  of  Mocambique  are  included.  Not  only  is 
"Fogoland  ignored  by  uniting  Nigeria  to  Gold  Coast,  but  Nigeria  itself  is  extended  far 
beyond  its  then  area. 

A very  easy  hut  wholly  incorrect  inference  would  he  to  read  some  political  influence 
or  ideas  into  these  various  attempts  to  show  British  territory  extending  beyond  its  real 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  34 


81 


S5E-A 


85E-B  80E-C 


85E-1) 

limits.  In  1898  there  was  nothing  to  cause  any  such  doings.  Let  us  use  the  sufficient 
explanation:  designers’  mistakes. 

I'o  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Gray,  our  member  in  Georgia,  go  my  thanks  for  calling  these 
fumbles  to  my  attention  and  suggesting  that  they  might  make  an  interesting  article. 


Coliem  00  Romamia 

Eduardo  Cohen’s  study  on  the  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Romania,  published  in  French, 
is  a must  for  those  whose  interests  lie  in  this  country.  The  author  is  a member  of  our 
Society  (No.  479)  and  a copy  of  his  study  is  in  our  library. 
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The  Royal  Philatelic  Collection 

A Review 
By  Robson  Lowe 

(E.xtracts  from  a re\’iew  of  the  book  “The  Royal  Philatelic  Collection,”  by  Sir  John  Wilson,  including 
especially  those  portions  of  the  review  pertaining  to  Essays  and  Proofs. — Editor.) 

When  one  writes  of  “The  Royal  Collection  ’ one  refers  to  the  remarkable  collection 
founded  by  King  George  V and  maintained  by  His  Majesty  the  late  King  George  VI. 

The  collection  is  housed  in  some  330  red  volumes  containing  the  issues  up  to  the  end 
of  1935  and  comprises  the  collection  formed  by  King  George  V.  His  son,  the  late  King 
George  \T,  maintained  the  collection  by  adding  certain  rarities  and  pieces  that  helped 
complete  the  studies  commenced  by  his  father.  In  addition,  a new  collection  was  started, 
which  filled  over  40  volumes  and  in  which  His  Majesty  included  the  stamps  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth  issued  during  his  own  reign. 

To  distinguish  this  collection  from  that  formed  by  his  father,  the  albums  housing 
King  George  Vi’s  personal  collection  are  bound  in  blue. 

The  collection  is  restricted  to  the  stamps  issued  by  tbe  British  Commonwealth.  With 
the  exception  of  certain  rarities  and  pieces  needed  for  philatelic  research,  the  collection 
is  restricted  to  unused  copies.  . . . 

During  the  reign  of  King  George  V the  Keeper  of  the  King’s  Stamps  was  Sir  Edward 
Denny  Bacon,  AI.V.G.,  but  the  latter  died  in  1936  and  the  post  was  filled  by  the  present 
Keeper,  Sir  John  Wilson,  C.V.O.,  L.L.D. 

The  latter  is  one  of  the  greatest  philatelic  students  that  philately  has  ever  known, 
certainly  his  vast  knowledge  has  never  been  surpassed.  A collector  in  his  own  right.  Sir 
John’s  expert  knowledge  is  not  confined  to  the  stamps  of  the  British  Empire  but  includes 
an  unusually  broad  field  of  study  of  the  classics  issued  of  all  countries. 

Eor  nearly  five  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  task  of  preparing  an  official  history 
of  the  Royal  Collection  and  this  volume  was  to  have  been  published  this  Spring  by  the 
gracious  permission  of  His  Majesty  and  it  will  be  entitled  “The  Royal  Philatelic  Col- 
lection.” 

Owing  to  the  death  of  His  Majesty,  the  publication  date,  which  will  be  announced 
in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks,  has  had  to  be  postponed  for  a month  or  so.  ... 

The  first  section  of  the  book  deals  with  the  history  and  formation  of  the  collection 
and  of  King  George  V’s  special  tastes  and  interests  in  collecting,  illustrated  with  many 
hitherto  unpublished  photographs.  . . . 

I'hen  follows  the  Catalogue  of  the  collection  in  which  every  essay,  proof,  piece  and 
stamp  is  described  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  proof  pages,  every  item  of  importance  to 
the  philatelic  student  is  described  with  considerable  detail. 

I'here  are  48  monochrome  lithographic  plates  illustrating  the  Catalogue  and  consisting 
of  16  plates  of  Great  Britain  and  Possessions  in  Europe,  8 of  British  North  America 
and  the  West  Indies,  8 of  Africa,  8 of  Asia,  and  8 of  Australia. 

There  are  also  12  colour  plates.  More  than  forty  colours  are  used  in  certain  of  these 
plates  which  illustrate,  with  exceptional  beauty  and  accuracy,  some  of  the  finest  and  rarest 
examples  in  the  collection.  The  United  States  Treasury  Department  has  lifted  its  ban 
on  coloured  reproduction  of  postage  stamps  so  that  collectors  in  the  United  States  may 
be  able  to  possess  this  unique  volume.  . . . 

Bermiuda 

Po  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  scope  of  the  collection  here  is  a brief  ilescription 
of  three  countries.  The  first  is  Bermuda.  . . . 

The  first  definitive  issue  that  appeared  between  1865  and  1873  printed  by  Messrs. 
De  La  Rue  & Co.  includes  die  proofs  in  black  on  white  glazed  card  of  the  id..  2d.,  3d.. 
6(1.,  and  1/-  and  similar  die  proofs,  but  in  the  Issued  colours  of  all  but  the  threepence.  . . . 
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Photos  copyrighted  l y Clarence  Winchester,  The  Dropmore  Press.  Reproduced  by  permission 

Artist’s  Drawiiifi,  Dominica  One  Shillinf»,  ami  Model  Essa.ys  by  I)e  Rue  for  the  One 
Fartliinii  value,  Bermmla,  illnstiated  in  “The  Royal  Dliilatelic  Collection’’ 


Of  special  interest  are  two  unadopted  essays  for  the  one  farthing  stamp  in  black  and 
carmine  made  by  De  La  Rue  in  1901,  and  two  essays  for  the  “ONE  FARTHING” 
surcharge  (one  of  which  was  adopted)  on  the  i /-  in  olive,  in  yellow  and  in  grey. 

The  1902  Dock  type  includes  a remarkable  set  of  colour  trials  of  the  one  penny 
printed  from  a small  plate,  imperforate  on  paper  watermarked  Crown  CA.  All  are  in 
horizontal  pairs  with  top,  right  and  bottom  margins  and  the  colours  are  marked  in  manu- 
script below  the  designs  and  numbered  from  “i”  to  “24.”  . . , 

Coliambia  & Vancouver  Island 

Now  let  us  turn  the  pages  to  those  stamps  of  neighboring  colonies — British  Columbia 
& V^ancouver  Island. 

I'he  first  stamp  was  issued  in  1859,  the  2L2d.  There  are  two  die  proofs  in  black 
on  white  glazed  card,  one  with  an  outer  border.  There  are  two  imperforate  corner  pairs 
showing  the  plate  number  “i”  from  the  imprimatur  sheets  registered  on  December  19th, 
1859.  I'here  are  three  other  imperforate  copies,  one  with  a forged  cancellation!  . . . 

T he  1865  Vancouver  Island  3 and  10  cents  commence  with  die  proofs  of  both  values 
in  black  on  white  glazed  card.  . . . 

The  1863  3d.  commences  with  a set  of  lithographed  colour  trials  made  from  the  first 
die  which  was  subsequently  altered.  These  trials  are  in  pale  red,  pale  yellow-green,  buff 
and  pale  brown. 

d'he  second  and  adopted  die  proof  in  black  on  white  glazed  card  is  in  two  states,  the 
first  without  value  and  taken  before  the  corners  were  cleared  and  the  second  in  the 
finished  state.  The  last  is  also  shown  in  pale  blue.  . . . 

[In  the  discussion  of  the  third  country,  British  Guiana,  there  are  no  essays  or 
proofs  mentioned. — Ed.J 

And  now  for  a word  on  the  production  of  the  book.  The  full  binding  is  in  red 
Niger  morocco  and,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  photograph,  the  front  of  the  binding  will  carry 
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the  Royal  Arms  in  gold.  The  size  of  the  volume  is  14  inches  by  12  inches  and  there  are 
approximately  550  pages.  . . . 

I'he  distributors  of  this  book  throughout  the  United  States  are  H.  R.  Harmer  Inc., 
32  East  57th  Street,  New  York  22,  and  Carl  E.  Pelander,  (Agent  for  Robson  Lowe  Ltd.), 
543  Eifth  Avenue,  New  York  17. 


Great  IBritaim  Essay  Competitioii 

Concerning  the  note  under  the  above  heading  in  Journal  No.  32,  page  199,  we  print 
the  following  letter  to  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  from  IMr.  Edgar  Lewy,  15  Fitzroy  Square, 
London,  W.  i,  under  date  of  January  4,  1952: 

Dear  Dr.  Brazer, 

In  The  Essay  Proof  Jourxal  No.  32  I note  a paragraph  over  your  initials  referring  to  a design 
competition  organized  by  Slamp  Mirror. 

I have  no  doubt  a number  of  the  readers  of  this,  now  defunct,  publication  have  contacted  you  in  this 
matter.  Should  they,  however,  not  have  done  so,  I am  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  learn  the  following 
facts : 

1.  The  competition  was  first  tliought  of  by  Stamp  .Mirror’s  columnist  Newton  Stewart,  a well-known 
collector  in  this  country. 

2.  The  terms  of  the  competition  called  for  designs  for  the  then  unissued  (and  unknown)  Festival  of 
Britain  stamps  and  new  high  value  designs,  which  have  been  announced  in  parliament  by  the  Post  Office. 

3.  A large  number  of  designs  was  recei\'ed  by  Stamp  Mirror,  and  leading  British  philatelic  person- 
alities took  part  in  the  judging. 

4.  Full  details,  together  with  illustrations  of  the  winning  designs,  were  published  in  the  December 
1930  or  January  193  ( issue  of  Stamp  .Mirror.  At  the  time  of  w riting,  1 have  no  bound  volume  to  hand, 
but  Mr.  Herman  Herst  Jr.,  of  Shrub  Oak,  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  help  with  file  copies,  etc.,  should  you 
wish  to  pursue  the  matter  further. 

5.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  the  competition  was  quite  private  and  unofficial,  that  no 
direct  approach  was  made  to  the  postal  authorities  either  before  or  after  the  competition  in  connection  with 
it,  and  that  the  “essays”  at  best  are  collectors’  opinions  of  how  stamps  should  look. 

6.  Full  names  and  addresses  of  winners  were  published  in  Stamp  Mirror  at  the  time,  as  were  repro- 
ductions of  the  w inning,  and  some  “runner-up”  designs. 

7.  In  connection  with  the  competition,  the  following  items  of  interest  were  prepared: 

a.  Two  sheets  of  proofs  on  art  paper,  one  reproducing  all  blocks  of  designs  fit  for  reproduction,  entered 
for  the  “Festival  of  Britain”  stamps,  the  other  containing  all  essays  for  the  “High  3'alues”  stamps.  About 
230  of  these  were  printed  by  Messrs.  Luffs,  of  Slough,  in  black,  for  distribution  to  the  judges,  competitors, 
and  other  interested  parties. 

b.  230  pairs  of  cards,  black  and  red  and  black  and  brown  respectively,  were  printed  for  sale  as 

souvenir  essays  of  the  competition.  These  reproduced  (in  red)  the  winning  design  for  the  “Festival” 

stamp,  and  that  for  the  Ti  stamp,  respectively,  the  winners  being  Mr.  Ellsworth  (Festival  stamp)  and  Mr. 
Derbyshire  (High  \'alue  stamp).  These  cards  were  all  signed  by  the  winners,  and  sold  3/-  the  pair  to 
interested  members  of  the  public.  Some  are  still  available  from  Mr.  Dawson,  a specialist  dealer  in  British 
stamps,  at  14  Exhibition  Road,  London  S.  "W . 7. 

8.  When  the  office  of  Stamp  Mirror  Publications  was  transferred  to  London,  the  balance  of  the  black 
proof  sheets  was  destroyed  as  waste  paper,  the:  essay  cards  having  all  been  disposed  of,  with  the  exception 
of  the  dealer’s  stock  mentioned  above. 

I hope  that  this  information  may  prove  suitable  for  inclusion  in  a future  issue  of  the  Essay  Proof 

Journal,  and  I am  sure  it  will  help  readers’  ({ueries.  Any  further  details  about  this  competition,  the 

subseijuent  presentation  of  prizes,  etc.,  was  recorded  in  contemporary  issues  of  Stamp  .Mirror,  q.  v. 

3’ery  sincerely  yours 


Edgar  Leicy 

Ex  Assistant  Editor  of  Stamp  .Mirror 


New  Somtli  Wales  Diadem  Issue 

In  January,  1836,  tlie  first  of  tlie  famous  diadem  issue  (Scott’s  design  A13)  of  New 
South  Wales  appeared.  The  vignette  was  engraved  by  Frederick  Heath. 
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U«  S<.  Envelope  Stamp  Engravers 

and  Firms 

Hy  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  33,  page  7.) 


Courtesy  of  H.  Marline  Reay 

(ieorge  Henry  Heay 


George  Henry  ReayG)  (pronounced  Ray)  (1837-1876)  was  born  in  Drogheda, 
County  of  Meath,  near  Dublin  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  August  3,  1837.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  either  1854  or  1855.  In  appearance  he  was  more  Scotch  than  Irish,  as 
his  father  came  of  Scotch  extraction.  He  was  a commanding  figure,  standing  six  feet 
three  inches  in  height,  weighing  over  200  pounds,  with  dark  hair  and  sandy  moustache  and 
beard.  He  died  March  14,  1876  in  the  Cjilsey  House,  Broadway  and  29th  Street,  New 
York  City,  and  was  buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn.  He  was  an  incorrigible 
joker,  a friend  of  “Mark  Twain”  (Samuel  Clemens),  who  invited  Reay  to  accompany 
him  on  the  trip  to  Europe  which  he  recorded  in  “Innocents  Abroad.”  However,  he  did 
not  go  on  account  of  business  keeping  him  here.  At  the  age  of  16  he  ran  away  from 
entering  a counting  house  and  came  to  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  While  primarily  a mechanical 
inventor,  he  had  an  artistic  ability  and  frequently  drew  caricatures  of  his  friends. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  called  at  the  envelope  factory  of  West  & 
Berlin  in  New’  ^"ork  City  and  w’as  given  a joh.  Mr.  Berlin  some  years  before  had  bought 
in  France  an  envelope  machine  invented  by  Rabbate,  being  one  of  the  two  envelope  ma- 
chines exhibited  at  the  London  Exposition  in  1851,  and  while  it  made  envelopes  it  did  not 
do  very  satisfactory  work,  and  by  its  absolute  contrariness  w’ore  everybody’s  nerves  to  a 
frazzle  who  had  anything  to  do  wfith  it.  Young  Reay  wrestled  with  it  for  about  a year. 
Then  he  left  the  Berlin  & Jones  Envelope  Co.  and  found  work  in  a small  envelope  factory 
in  Brooklyn,  operatetl  hy  Butler  & Bryan,  w’here  they  w’ere  making  envelopes  by  hand. 
'The  earliest  U.  S.  patent  on  envelope  machinery  was  granted  Park  and  Watson,  January 
23,  1849,  according  to  The  l^aper  Trade  Journal  of  June  9,  1877,  as  recorded  in  Stamps  of 
April  22,  1939  by  D.  D.  Berolzheimer. 


(l)I>ar^ely  c.xtemled  with  help  from  his  son  R.  Martine  Reay,  and  edited  from  “The  Heginninti  of 
The  Envelope  Industry”  in  The  Red  Eureloj'e,  ipih,  by  jaines  Loiran,  (lencra!  Manairer  of  the  United 
States  Envelope  Company,  Worcester,  .Mass. 
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Soon  after  he  became  of  age  he  took  out  naturalization  papers  and  became  an  adopted 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

During  the  Civil  War  Reay  was  rejected  because  of  varicose  veins,  so  sent  a substi- 
tute in  his  place.  During  the  draft  riots  in  New  York  City  in  1863,  he  was  located  at 
7 Spruce  Street.  They  barricaded  the  entrance  to  the  building  with  cases  of  paper  and 
armed  the  working  force  with  muskets  to  defend  the  premises.  From  the  above  reference 
to  cases  of  paper  it  would  seem  that  at  that  date  they  had  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  envelopes. 

A little  later  Butler  & Bryan  sold  their  business  to  Louis  Negbaur.  Reay’s  mechani- 
cal mind  was  working  and  he  was  dreaming  of  an  envelope  machine  of  his  own,  and  Neg- 
baur, appreciating  the  mechanical  skill  of  young  Reay,  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 
him  to  build  an  envelope  folding  machine,  Reay  furnishing  the  brains  and  mechanical 
skill  and  Negbaur  the  funds  for  its  development.  While  this  machine  was  not  an  un- 
qualified success,  still  it  was  more  successful  than  any  envelope  machine  that  could  then 
be  bought  in  the  market.  This  machine  was  patented  August  25,  1863,  No.  39702,  and 
the  patent  was  assigned  to  Louis  Negbaur,  and  the  machine  was  sold  to  the  trade  as  the 
Negbaur  machine. 

The  arrangement  with  Negbaur  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  Reay  and  eventually 
they  separated.  He  obtained  other  capital  and  completed  the  development  of  his  machine 
on  his  own  account.  He  gave  to  the  machine  the  name  of  Reay,  and  by  that  name  it 
became  known  all  over  the  world,  and  for  many  years  it  led  all  other  envelope  folding 
machines.  After  almost  sixty  years  it  could  with  truth  be  said  by  the  General  Manager 
of  the  U.  S.  Envelope  Co.  that  while  it  was  a slow  machine  and  not  a self-gummer, 
no  machine  had  ever  then  been  invented  that  would  fold  certain  kinds  of  paper  better 
than  the  Reay  machine. (-)  I'hat  is  the  highest  praise  which  can  he  given  the  inventor. 

For  some  time  after  his  machine  was  invented  and  put  upon  the  market  Reay  simply 
sold  the  machines,  which  were  manufactured  on  his  orders  by  Rau  & Ankele,  then  by  Rau 
& Ekstine,  and  later  by  Martin  Rau;  but  Reay  did  not  manufacture  envelopes  until  some- 
time after  his  machines  were  on  the  market.  At  the  time  of  the  Centennial  Exposition 
in  Philadelphia  in  1876,  the  claim  was  made  that  over  600  of  the  Reay  machines  were  in 
operation  in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Europe.  Later,  after  the  patents  had  expired, 
the  machines  were  manufactured  by  Emanuel  Rau,  brother  of  Martin  Rau. 

Reay  also  invented  and  patented  one  of  the  earliest  accurate  and  successful  counting 
mechanisms  for  envelope  machines,  his  patent  No.  37,199  being  granted  December  16, 
1862.  His  claim  was:  “So  disposing  the  envelopes  as  the  same  are  discharged  from  an 
envelope  machine  that  one  or  more  envelopes  are  pushed  out  beyond  the  edge  of  the 
regular  pile  at  intervals  of  24  or  any  other  desired  number  of  envelopes,  substantially  as 
for  the  purpose  herein  shown  and  described.” 

Stampiaig  & Emlbossiiig  Envelopes 

In  January  1867  he  was  granted  patent  No.  61,686  for  a stamping  or  embossing 
mechanism.  “This  invention  relates  to  a machine  which  is  intended  particularly  for 
embossing  or  stamping  the  blanks  of  envelopes  or  other  articles  of  paper  which  can  be 
readily  attached  to  an  envelope  machine,  the  Cam  in  that  case  being  mounted  on  the  main 
shaft  of  said  envelope  machine  in  such  a manner  that  the  blanks  for  the  envelopes  while 
passing  from  the  gumming  to  the  folding  mechanism  have  to  pass  the  stamping  and 
embossing  mechanism  and  are  exposed  to  its  action.” 

Bile  device  was  a very  simple  one  and  yet  a very  broad  claim  was  granted  on  it. 
llie  claim  reads  as  follows:  “llie  method  herein  described  of  producing  the  blow  required 
for  stamping  or  embossing  consisting  of  a Hy  wheel  or  other  equivalent  device  which  after 
having  received  an  impulse  produces  the  desired  action  of  the  punch  substantially  set  forth. 

(-)Reav  is  said  to  have  later  imeiited  a scl  1 -iiuiiiniiiiir  feature  aiul  liad  the  model  exhibited,  hut  failed 
to  patent  it  prior  to  his  death,  \\hen  it  was  patented  hy  others. 
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The  United  Stamp  Co.  Herald  of  Chicago,  111.,  then  one  of  the  leading  philatelic  pub- 
lications in  the  country,  said,  in  referring  to  this  stamping  machine  of  Reay’s: — “Patent 
No.  61,686,  January  29,  1867,  relating  as  it  does  to  mechanics,  would  not  at  first  thought 
have  a place  in  this  publication  were  it  not  for  the  name  of  its  inventor.  Geo.  H.  Reay. 
No  finer  or  better  impressions  and  printing  have  appeared  on  envelopes  anywhere  than 
upon  those  produced  by  him  which  gave  his  work  the  high  character  it  now  sustains.” 

On  March  5,  1868,  Reay  married  Marie  Antoinette  Martine,  who  had  worked  for 
Berlin  Jones  in  1863  and  who  was  his  forelady  in  1868,  and  that  was  one  of  the  best 
and  wisest  things  he  ever  did,  for  he  not  only  got  a good  woman  for  a wife,  but  a won- 
derfully brilliant  business  woman.  In  fact,  she  is  the  only  woman  in  the  envelope  business 
who  has  left  her  mark  on  the  industry,  and  she  is  entitled  to  a large  place  in  the  early 
days  of  envelope  making,  for  it  was  generally  understood  that  for  a large  share  of  Reay’s 
success  his  wife  should  be  given  credit.  She  “married  the  boss”  and  retired  to  home.  Mrs. 
Reay  was  widowed  March  14,  1876,  and  started  to  work  again  at  77  John  St.  after  a 
rest  of  only  eight  years.  “She  was  a better  man  in  the  envelope  business  than  father 
ever  dared  to  be,”  as  quoted  from  their  son  Raphael  Martine  Reay,  a talented  artist  and 
noted  connoisseur  of  European  armour,  who  lived  and  worked  for  many  years  in  Europe, 
and  who  has  kindly  made  available  much  of  this  information  about  his  father. 


Courtesy  of  K.  Martino  Reay 

(ieoi'ge  Nesbitt,  Nun  Reay  and  Oeoige  H.  Reay  in  Aiignst,  1871. 

At  one  time  prior  to  1869  Reay  was  associated  with  (jeorge  H.  Nesbitt  and  their 
families  must  have  been  on  intimate  terms,  having  been  photographed  in  a group  with  the 
son  (jeorge  Nesbitt  in  August  1871. 

Just  what  year  he  began  to  manufacture  envelopes  cannot  now  be  determined  but  it 
is  known  that  he  was  manufacturing  envelopes  for  the  trade  in  1868,  and  in  1870  he  was 
in  business  at  77  John  St.,  New  York,  when  he  secured  the  contract  for  making  stamped 
envelopes  and  newspaper  wrappers  for  the  United  States  Government  for  four  years, 
1870-1874.  But  on  his  failure  to  deliver  the  goods  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Ciovernment  this  contract  was  annulled  on  Juh  i6th,  and  was  awarded  to  Dempsey 
k O’Toole,  of  New  York,  who  also  failed  to  furnish  the  goods,  and  a new  contract  was 
entered  into  with  Reay  on  October  10,  1870.  Reay  then  entered  into  an  arrangement 
with  George  E.  Nesbitt  k Co.  (George  E.  Nesbitt  having  died  April  7,  1869),  who  had 
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formerly  held  the  contract  and  used  Reay  envelope  machines,  by  which  the  Nesbitt  plant 
would  manufacture  the  stamped  envelopes  for  Reay.  This  continued  in  force  till  1874, 
at  which  time  the  Plimpton  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  secured  the  contract. 

After  he  began  the  manufacture  of  envelopes  he  built  up  a very  prosperous  business, 
but  he  did  not  accumulate  much  capital  for  he  was  a “Royal  Spender”;  in  those  days  one 
of  the  large  “overhead”  expenses  was  for  the  entertainment  of  buyers  who  came  to  the 
city,  and  no  man  in  the  business  had  anything  on  George  H.  Reay  as  an  entertainer.  In 
fact,  in  those  days  “Entertainment”  was  as  much  a part  of  the  business  as  operating  the 
factory.  He  made  many  trips  to  Europe,  where  no  doubt  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  latest 
inventions. 

The  dies  and  master  hubs  for  the  stamped  envelopes  furnished  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment under  the  Reay  contract  were  all  engraved  by  Rudolph  Laubenheimer, (•^)  and 
after  the  loss  of  the  contract,  which  did  not  provide  for  their  surrender  to  the  Govern- 
ment, were  kept  by  Reay.  Judge  Spence,  on  September  23,  1874,  decided  that,  as  tools 
or  instruments  of  service,  they  were  his  property.  Reay  offered  to  turn  them  over  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  after  they  were  cancelled  or  defaced.  These  dies  and  hubs  were 
kept  in  a large  cigar  box  about  7 x 15x4  inches  after  George  H.  Reay’s  death  in  1876, 
which  was  hastened  by  grief  at  loss  of  the  1874  contract.  They  were  wanted  by  the 
U.  S.  Government,  but  due  to  a belief  that  he  had  not  been  treated  fairly,  Mrs.  Reay 
had  a man  carry  them  with  her  onto  a Eulton  Street  Eerry  boat  and  they  were  all  dropped 
overboard  in  the  middle  of  the  East  River,  south  of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge. 

The  New  York  Sun  on  November  10,  1874  g^tve  an  account  of  the  failure  for  about 
$225,000  of  George  H.  Reay,  stationer  of  77  John  Street,  upon  his  losing  the  stamped 
envelope  contract.  John  S.  Graham,  of  Woolworth  & Graham,  was  appointed  Receiver, 
and  on  January  22,  1875,  he  made  final  settlement  of  50%  to  all  creditors,  and  Reay 
again  assumed  control  on  October  23,  1875.  His  machinery  was  located  at  163  Pearl 
Street  (Nesbitt  was  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  & Price  Streets)  where  350  employees  had 
been  engaged  on  the  stamped  envelope  contract.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Postmaster 
General  Creswell  he  was  succeeded  by  Marshall  Jewell  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  then  the 
largest  owner  of  the  Hartford  Post. 

New  proposals  advertised  in  1874  resulted  in  a low  bid  by  Dempsey  & O’Toole 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  were  a little  lower  than  the  Plimpton  Envelope  Co.  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  Reay’s  bid  exceeded  both  of  these  by  about  $50,000  but  he  claimed  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  old  contract  as  the  most  responsible  bidder  able  to  proceed  without  delay. 
Dempsey  & (i)’Toole  w’ere  given  five  or  six  days  to  prepare  dies  and  hubs,  put  up  their 
machinery  and  begin  production,  which  they  naturally  found  impossible,  and  the  Plimpton 
Co.  were  equally  unequipped.  They  had  been  induced  to  bid  by  P.  M.  G.  Jewell,  and 
were  then  awarded  the  contract  on  September  23,  1874,  ^'ind  given  two  or  three  weeks. 
After  that,  15  million  envelopes  were  bought  by  the  Postmaster  General  from  Reay  in 
the  open  market  to  fill  the  urgent  demand  which  the  new  contractors  could  not  supply  in 
the  short  time  allowed  for  preparing  new  dies  and  obtaining  of  envelopes,  stock  and 
machinery.  7'he  machinery  was  only  the  old  Reay  envelope  folding  machine  used  after 
the  stamps  had  been  printed  and  embossed  on  the  Allen  rotary  printing  press.  After 
Reay’s  death  their  mechanic  Horace  John  Wickham  patented  a combined  machine  on 
May  2,  1876,  No.  177,048.  George  H.  Reay  furnished  Peru  with  the  1875  Issue  of  their 
stamped  envelopes. 

(3)  See  Journal  No.  33,  page  3,  by  this  author. 


letaglio  vs,  Typograpliy 

On  Intaglio  dies  and  plates,  the  color  portion  of  the  design  is  below  the  plate  sur- 
face; on  typographic  dies  and  plates  it  is  raised. 
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Switzerland 

Its  Essays  and  Proofs 

Addenda 

By  George  W.  Caldwell,  E.  P.  S.  318. 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  33,  Page  30.) 

Propaganda  Issnes 

In  the  original  text(^^)  we  defined  propaganda  stamps — for  the  purpose  of  this  mono- 
graph— as  those  issues  which  were  released  solely  to  influence  public  opinion.  Admittedly 
this  is  arbitrary,  but  orderly  arrangement  dictates  such  definition. 

Znricli  National  Exposition,  1939 

Among  the  plans  for  publicizing  this  important  exhibition,  the  first  in  25  years,  were 
several  features  of  philatelic  interest.  These  included  two  groups  of  airmail  flights  and 
a special  stamp  issue. 

Prior  to  the  opening  day.  May  6,  and  continuing  thru  that  month,  airmail  flights 
were  made  to  the  capitals  of  Europe  and  to  Cairo,  Egypt,  and  on  opening  day  similar 
flights  were  made  to  the  principal  Swiss  cities.  All  these  originated  in  Zurich. 

On  P'ehruary  1,  well  in  advance  of  the  Exposition,  a special  issue  of  nine  stamps,  in 
three  groups  of  three  (Scott’s  designs  A72-74)  were  released,  each  group  bearing  the 
legends  in  one  of  three  national  languages.  Other  than  this  language  feature  all  stamps 
of  one  denomination  were  similar  in  design. 

The  10  Centimes  and  20  Centimes  values  were  designed  and  the  original  dies  en- 
graved by  Karl  Bickel  of  Wallenstadtherg ; they  were  intaglio  printed  in  the  Postal 
Printing  Plant  on  unwatermarked  white  paper.  The  30  Centimes  value  was  essayed  by 
Victor  Surbek  of  Bern  and  rotogravure  printed  by  Courvoisier  using  unwatermarked 
granite  paper  (red  and  blue  fibers). 

Essays  and  proofs  of  this  issue  in  philatelic  ownership  are  not  known  to  the  author. 

War  Ecomoimy  Propaganda,  1941^42 

Switzerland  is  not  a self-contained  country.  Its  national  economy  depends  in  great 
measure  on  importing  raw  materials  to  which  Swiss  labor  is  added  and  a portion  of  the 
resulting  product  exported. 

With  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II,  this  little  nation  found  itself  encircled  by 
belligerent  nations  and  its  foreign  trade  interrupted.  It  thus  became  necessary  to  adopt 
a policy  of  conservation ; and  an  increase  in  products  of  the  farm  and  the  cattle  range, 
both  of  which  are  highly  developed  in  Switzerland.  Propaganda  thus  became  essential  and 
the  Postal  Department  cooperated  by  issuing  a special  adhesive  stamp  (Scott’s  design 
A86)  on  March  21,  1941.  I'his  depicts  a farmer  plowing  his  field.  It  was  essayed  by 
Aldo  Patocchi  of  Mendrisio  and  rotogravure  printed  by  Courvoisier  using  unwatermarked 
granite  paper  (green  and  brown  fibers). 

Gne  year  later  (March  21,  1942)  the  Department  issued  a single-denomination  series 
of  three  stamps  (Scott’s  designs  A88-90)  in  connection  with  a drive  to  recover  old  metal, 
textiles,  paper,  oils,  fats,  rubber  and  other  materials  used  in  Swiss  industries.  Designed 


(^DSee  Journal  No.  14,  page  102. 
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by  Albert  \ ersin  of  Lutry,  these  stamps  present  a novel  appearance  in  that  the  design  con- 
sists mainly  of  the  propaganda  slogan  which  in  translation  reads,  “Xo  pull  thru,  reclaim 
used  material.”  4 his  was  superimposed  on  a dark  brown  background. 

The  difference  between  the  three  designs  lies  in  the  language  used — German,  French 
and  Italian — and  in  the  style  of  lettering,  this  latter  deriving  from  famous  script  artists 
of  these  three  linguistic  cultures.  Gothic  by  Koch  is  seen  on  the  German,  a Gara- 
mond  Roman  on  the  h rench,  and  Bodoni  Bold  on  the  Italian  slogan  type. 

Another  unusual  feature  of  this  issue  is  in  the  design  settings  on  the  25-subject 
postal  pane.  All  three  varieties  are  included  and  all  pairs  are  se-tenant;  no  stamps  of  any 
one  type  are  adjacent. 

4 his  salvage  propaganda  issue  was  rotogravure  printed  by  Courvoisier,  using  un- 
watermarked granite  paper  (red  and  blue  fibers). 

Neither  essays  nor  proofs  of  these  two  war  issues  in  private  ownership  are  known 
to  the  author. 


C»  Air  Mail  Issues 

This  category  was  given  comprehensive  treatment  in  the  original  text.  It  now 
remains  to  record  additional  essays  and  proofs  which  subsequently  came  to  the  author’s 
attention,  principally  from  the  John  J.  Britt  collection;  and  to  elaborate  somewhat  on  the 
text  covering  the  early  flights  in  so  far  as  they  affect  essay-proof  interest. 


Pioneer  Days 

Adhesive  stamps  issued  by  the  committees (^-)  in  charge  of  the  pioneer  flights  fall 
into  two  categories:  (i)  those  used  on  flights  which  took  place  prior  to  World  War  I, 
and  (2)  those  issued  subsequent  to  that  conflict. 

Stamps  in  the  first  category  were  required  on  all  mail  flown  on  these  special  flights. 
Altho  not  a government  issue,  they  were  cancelled  by  the  post  offices,  using  special  post- 
markers provided  by  the  Department.  Some  flown  covers  are  known  without  these  com- 
mittee stamps.  These  adhesives  qualify  as  semi-officials  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  Second  Congress  of  the  International  Association  of  Aerophilatelists  held 
in  Vienna  in  1933.  4"he  essential  factor  in  this  definition  is  the  canceling  by  the  govern- 
ment— accidental  or  unofficial  cancelling  is  not  implied. 

Shortly  after  the  armistice  special  flights  were  resumed,  including  those  of  an  experi- 
mental nature,  some  that  were  merely  propaganda  and  others  which  inaugurated  regular 
air-mail  service.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1924  that  we  again  see  the  committee  ad- 
hesive coming  into  use.  This  occurred  on  April  13  iti  connection  with  aviation  day  held 
in  Grenchen. 

Under  date  of  May  23,  1924,  just  a few  weeks  after  the  Grenchen  flight,  the  Post- 
master General  issued  a ruling  that  committee  adhesives  were  not  to  be  considered  as 
having  the  character  of  government  postage  stamps,  that  they  were  not  sold  by  post 
offices  nor  would  they  be  canceled  by  such  offices.  Hence,  under  the  Vienna  resolution, 
all  committee  adhesives  of  post-war  issue  fall  into  the  unofficial  classification. 

Zumstein,  and  the  Swiss  Air  Mail  Society,  adhere  to  the  Vienna  ruling.  Sanabria, 
on  the  other  hand,  classifies  the  pre-war  adhesives  as  Pioneer  stamps  and  those  of  the  post- 
war period  as  Semi-Officials.  Scott  lists  none  of  the  committee  stamps. 

Geneva  loterinatioitial  Air  Meet,  1923 

On  May  31,  1925,  a two-day  aviation  event  was  held  in  Geneva.  I he  committee  in 
charge  issued  four  stamps:  t^\•o  values  and  two  designs.  Fhe  designs  differ  only  in  the 
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Britt  Collection 

Fift.  J27 


Britt  Collection 

Fi^>.  129 


legend  at  the  bottom.  “Suisse-France”  appears  on  those  (Fig.  127)  for  use  on  the  special 
flight  to  Paris.  I'hese  were  printed  (probably  typographed)  on  white  unwatermarked 
paper.  I'he  legend  on  the  other  design  (Fig.  128)  is  “Suisse-Europe  Centrale”  and  was 
intended  for  use  on  mail  flown  by  regular  established  flights.  These  were  printed  on 
tinted  paper,  the  30  Centimes  yellow  and  the  50  Centimes  on  pale  green.  The  30  Cen- 
times vignettes  on  both  designs  are  red,  and  those  on  the  50  Centimes  are  green.  The 
remainder  of  the  two  designs  in  both  values  is  blue.  These  stamps  were  line-perforated, 
1 1 gauge. 

A signed  and  dated  die  proof  (Fig.  130;  in  the  Britt  collection  prompts  the  tenta- 
tive belief  that  Henri  Mudaux  was  the  engraver  of  this  stamp  issue. 

Another  item  of  more  than  passing  interest  is  a complete  20-subiect  sheet  of  the 
Suisse-France  frame  with  vignettes  and  figures  of  value  added  to  four  subjects  by  means 
of  pencil  and  ink  (Fig.  131).  Presumably,  these  additions  were  drawn  in  by  the  original 
designer  in  working  up  these  particular  features. 
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Britt  Collection 

Fig.  130 


Essays 

1925.  Geneva  Internatioiial  Aii  ]Meet;  name  of  designer  not  knomi;  original  die 
probably  by  Henri  Miidaux;  typographed  (?)  on  nnwaterinarked  i)aper. 

Suisse-France 


No.  546.  30  Centiiues,  bine  frame  plate  on  white;  complete  imperf.  sheet  of 

20  subjects;  vignettes  and  figures  of  value  drawn  in  by  pencil 
and  ink  on  four  subjects  (Fig.  131)  (CS7E5). 

Suisse-Furope  Centrale 

No.  547.  30  C'entimes,  blue  on  yellow,  frame  only;  imperf.  (Fig.  129) 

(CS9E5). 

No.  548.  30  Centimes,  blue  on  yellow,  frame  only;  i)erforated  (CS9E6). 


Proofs 


Suisse-France 


No.  549.  30  Centimes,  blue  and  red(5i)  on  white;  imperf.  (CS7P5). 
No.  550.  50  Centimes,  hlue  and  green  on  white;  imperf.  (CS8P5). 


Suisse-Europe  Centrale 

No.  551.  30  Centimes,  hlaek  die  i)roof  on  while  i)aper  (Fig.  130)  signed 

and  dated  by  Henri  IMudaux,  ])robably  the  engi*aver 

(CS9TC1  ). 


N o.  o.>2. 
N o.  •>•>♦?. 
No.  554. 
No.  555. 


30  Centimes,  hlue  and  red  on  yellow;  imperf.  (CS9P5). 

50  (Vntimes,  hlue  and  red  on  pale  green;  im]>erf.  (CS10TC5). 

.■>0  Centimes,  blue  and  gieen  on  nhite;  i»erlorated  ((^SlOPOa). 

50  Ontimes,  blue  and  green  on  yellow;  |)ei'foi*ated  (CSlOPfib). 


(•^•1)  f irst  named  color  is  that  of  the  frame. 
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Collection 


Fiji, 


A 2()-subje(’t  shoot  of  tlu‘  Suisso-Fiaiioo  fraiiio  \vit!i  vijin(‘tt(‘s  and  fijiiiios  of 

addod  in  |i(‘ii<'il  and  ink  to  foiii*  snb.joots 


value 
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Definitive  Air  Mail  Issues 

In  the  original  text(^^)  some  essays  and  proofs  in  the  Vibert  designs  were  listed  and 
attention  called  to  the  inadequacy  of  detail  available.  Hence,  those  included  in  this 
Addenda  may  present  some  unavoidable  duplication  and  prevent  cross-referencing  by 
monograph  numbers. 


LJ  hClvCt  i A 


Britt  Collection 

Fig.  1 32 


Three  large  die  impressions  of  the  1929  issue  (Scott’s  design  AP5)  engraved  by  P.  E. 
Vibert  (Figs.  132-134),  in  the  Britt  Collection,  show  how  three  hues  as  listed  by  Scott 
were  obtained.  One  of  these  (Fig.  132)  shows  blocks  of  solid  color  in  the  four  corners 
together  with  certain  background  and  the  Helvetia  legend.  The  second  (big.  133)  con- 
tains the  figures  of  value  and  the  top  ornaments  on  solid  background,  together  with  much 
of  the  wing  details.  The  third  print  (Fig.  134)  is  a combination  of  the  other  two  showing 
the  effect,  in  the  corner  blocks,  of  superimposing  one  color  on  another. 


Essays 

O' 

1929.  Designed  and  engraved  by  P.  F.  Vibert  of  Geneva  (Scott’s  design  AP5). 
typograpbed  die  essays  on  glazed  eai<l. 

No.  o5(>.  No  A’alne,  greenish-bine  (Fig.  132). 

No.  5o7.  40  Centimes,  very  dark  blnisb-A iolet  (Fig.  133). 

No.  o.’SS.  40  Centimes,  blue,  violet  blue,  black  (Fig.  134). 


Farge 


Vibert’s  2 Frames 

T he  third  air  mail  design  by  P.  L.  V’^ihert  (Scott  s design  AP6)  was  released  July  5* 
1930.  T his  was  the  second  of  his  winged-letter  types  and  in  some  respects  an  improve- 
ment over  liis  previous  treatment  of  this  composition  (Scott  s design  APs).  While  con- 


(^•‘CSee  Journal  No.  15,  page  193. 
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tinning  to  use  a stylized  mode,  he  departed  from  a pictorial  rigidness  by  imparting  a sug- 
gestion of  motion  and  the  use  of  freedom  of  line  much  in  the  manner  of  the  cartoonist’s 
art. 


Hiitt  Collee  ion 

Fig.  135 

From  the  Britt  collection  we  illustrate  several  essays  of  this  design,  including  Vibert’s 
original  water-color  drawing  which  carries  the  denomination  of  5 Francs,  a fact  that  has 
prompted  some  to  question  its  authenticity.  Such  conclusion  is  due  to  inadequate  knowl- 
edge of  stamp  production.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a design  to  be  used  for  a value  other 
than  that  shown  on  the  artist’s  drawing. 

This  drawing  is  in  black,  white  and  various  tints  and  shades  of  brownish-gray  on 
buff  drawing  paper,  mounted  on  dark  brown  cardboard.  (Fig.  135). 

7'hree  large  die  essays  in  the  Britt  Collection  contribute  much  to  the  study  of  this 
stamp.  Before  discussing  these,  however,  it  is  important  that  we  correct  an  erroneous 
statement  of  long  standing  that  this  stamp  was  typographed.  Scott  in  America  and 
iVIueller  in  Switzerland  indicate  typography,  and  this  error  was  carried  in  the  original 
text  of  this  monograph.  Thanks  to  Harrison  D.  S.  Haverbeck,  this  error  now  can  be 
corrected  to  indicate  offset  lithography,  a fact  that  has  been  confirmed  to  Haverbeck  by 
the  Swiss  Postal  Printing  Plant  ( Wertzeichendruckerei  der  PTT). 

With  the  printing  method  thus  officially  settled,  we  can  examine  the  issued  stamp 
and  the  three  die  essays  referred  to  above,  and  recreate,  even  tho  tentatively,  the  major 
production  steps. 

I'he  stamp  was  printed  in  tri-color;  hence  three  plates  were  required;  (i)  for  the 
brownish-gray  background  which  gives  the  effect  of  surface  tinting,  except  that  some  por- 
tions of  the  birds  are  colorless;  (2)  for  the  dark  brown  figure  of  value,  bird  outlines, 
Helvetia  cartouche,  and  the  frame  line;  (3)  for  the  stylized  cloud  effect  which  was  photo- 
etched  using  a Ben  Day  type  of  screen.  (''^"* ) "Fhese  plates  were  used  to  offset  the  designs 
to  the  printing  cylinder. 

(84)  For  details  of  photo-etching  technic  see  “Rotogravure  Printing  of  Stamps,"  by  Dr.  Stephen  (i. 
Rich,  in  Journal  No.  i8,  pages  71-74. 
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Fi« . 1 8(> 


Now,  what  part  did  the  dies  play  in  the  production  of  this  stamp?  'The  illustrated 
die  essays  ^ive  some  clue.  'I'hese  are  marked  first,  second  and  third  state,  and  sijined  and 
dated  by  Vibert.  The  first  state  (Fiji.  13O),  marked  “i*''  etat"  is  from  the  die  enjjraved 
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Britt  Collection 

Fii* . 1 38 


for  producing  the  semi-solid  background  plate.  The  other  two  states  (Figs.  137  and 
138)  are  from  one  die,  differing  from  each  other  principally  in  a further  cutting  of  the 
vertical  background  lines  to  give  them  more  taper  toward  the  center  of  the  stamp,  and 
the  forming  of  a ball  on  the  wing  tip  at  the  upper  right. 

On  this  third-state  essay  (Fig.  138)  Vibert  included  the  French  word  “dernier,”  which 
in  translation  means  “last.”  If  this  means  what  it  appears  to  indicate,  then  Vibert  did 
no  further  work  on  this  die,  and  we  can  assume  that  these  dies  were  used  simply  for 
making  a print  of  each  which  served  for  the  initial,  photographic  step  in  the  ensuing 
process  of  production. 

If  this  premise  be  correct,  why  were  these  relief  dies  engraved,  when  finished  draw- 
ings of  the  three  parts  of  the  design  would  have  sufficed  for  producing  the  films  by  means 
of  a step-and-repeat  camera ?(®'^)  Could  it  he  that  the  original  intention  was  to  use 
typography?  Such  method  was  used  previously  in  printing  all  Swiss  definitive  airmail 
stamps.  I'his  would  seem  to  he  a reasonable  conclusion  suggested  by  the  evidence  we 
have  documented  here. 

Based  on  the  above  facts  and  conjecture,  the  author  is  of  the  opinion  that  enlarged 
photographs  of  prints  from  these  two  dies  were  altered  to  produce  the  designs  as  seen 
on  the  issued  stamp,  and  these  retouched  photographs  used  as  subjects  in  making  the 
films  in  the  step-and-repeat  camera.  This  conclusion  assumes  the  plates  were  photo- 
etched.  Obviously,  the  plate  for  the  stylizetl  cloud  effect  was  photo-etched,  and  presum- 
ably developed  from  an  artist’s  drawing,  not  from  an  engraved  die. 

Essays 

1930.  Dosigiiod  by  P.  K.  Albert  of  (Jeiiova  (Scott's  design  ATO).  Artist’s  original 
drawing  in  black,  white  and  various  tints  and  shades  of  bi’ownisli  gray  on 
l)iiff  drawing  paper  105x128  inni. 

No.  550.  5 Francs  (Fig.  135). 
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Note: — This  design  was  used  solely  for  the  2 Francs  stamp. 

1980.  Die  essays  of  two  imomplete  typographic  dies  engraved  by  P.  E.  Vibert; 

claret  on  grayish  white  pai)er,  with  states  of  the  dies  indicated  in  Fi’ench  and 
signed  in  pencil  by  Pibert. 

No.  500.  No  value,  marked  “ler  etat”  (Fig.  180). 

No.  501.  2 Francs,  nmrked  “2m  etat’’  (Fig.  187). 

No.  502.  2 Francs,  marked  “Him  dernier  etat’’  (Fig.  188). 

(To  be  continued.) 


Philatelic  Reserch 

By  Wm.  W.  Wylie 

(An  editorial  in  Western  Stamp  Collector,  January  19,  1952,  reprinted  by  permission,  and  commended 
to  our  readers — Editor.) 

In  San  Francisco  they  tell  the  credulous  tourist  that  the  first  step  in  the  building  of 
the  great  Bay  bridge  was  a pigeon’s  flight  across  the  bay  with  a string  tied  to  its  leg. 
The  string,  so  the  story  goes,  was  used  to  pull  a cord  across  the  bay  and  the  cord  was 
used  to  span  the  bay  with  a rope.  This  went  on  and  on  until  at  last  the  great  cables 
which  support  the  bridge  stretched  from  San  Francisco  to  Oakland. 

ITis  fanciful  story  could  be  used  to  illustrate  what  might  be  the  pattern  of  phila- 
telic research.  A few  isolated  facts  (the  thread  tied  to  the  pigeon’s  leg)  lead  to  the  dis- 
covery of  additional  data.  This  leads  to  further  discoveries  and  eventually  there’s  a 
wealth  of  information  available. 

Unfortunately  philatelic  research  too  often  fails  to  follow  this  pattern.  A good  deal 
of  research  is  done,  but  much  of  the  time  it  merely  duplicates  work  that  has  been  done 
before  and  sometimes  many  times  before.  Much  of  the  philatelic  writing  which  is  repre- 
sented as  “research”  is  little  more  than  a rehash  of  information  which  has  been  pub- 
lished again  and  again. 

An  amazingly  large  number  of  those  collectors  who  carry  on  research  to  find  out  more 
about  items  in  their  collections  make  little  or  no  effort  to  find  out  what  is  already  known 
about  them.  While  it  must  be  granted  that  files  of  philatelic  publications  aren’t  too 
easily  available  and  a majority  of  the  handbooks  and  monographs  which  have  been  written 
on  philatelic  subjects  are  out  of  print,  far  too  few  research  projects  begin  with  the 
preparation  of  a bibliography. 

Of  course  the  preparation  of  a bibliography  and  study  of  the  information  which  has 
been  published  on  a philatelic  subject  will  do  more  harm  than  good  if  the  student  assumes 
that  all  the  recorded  facts  are  correct.  The  assumption  “if  it’s  in  print  it  must  be  true” 

has  been  responsible  for  the  repeated  publication  of  a lot  of  philatelic  misinformation. 

A lot  of  this  misinformation  is  accepted  as  true  because  it’s  been  published  so  many  times 
that  no  one  dreams  of  doubting  it. 

For  this  reason  it  is  particularly  vital  that  philatelic  researcli  today  go  far  beyond 
the  stage  of  a thread  tied  to  a pige()n’s  leg.  ^'he  data  wdiich  has  been  pidilished  must  be 
examined  carefully  and  every  fact  must  be  viewed  as  something  whicli  must  be  verified. 
Old  theories  must  be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  Information  which  has  come  to  light  since 
they  were  expounded.  New  information  must  be  addetl  where  it  is  needed. 

Certainly  in  any  project  for  philatelic  research  we  shouUl  strive  to  go  beyond  any- 
thing which  has  been  done  in  the  past  and  we  must  not  be  content  to  merely  re-hash  the 

same  old  information  over  and  over  again. 
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U.  S.  Stamp  Designers  & Engravers 

Tentative  List 

Compiled  by  S.  Altmann,  E.  P.  S.  25. 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  32,  page  210.) 


In  Journal  No.  30: 

1922-25  Issue.  For  the  $5  stamp,  under  C.  A.  Huston  add  (self). 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon  Tercentenary.  For  Vignette  Engraver  insert  John  Eissler. 

1925  Norse  American.  Under  E.  M.  Weeks  insert  (self). 

1928  V^alley  Forge.  Under  C.  A.  Huston  insert  (self). 


Designer 


Vignette  Engraver  Letter  Engraver 


Frame  Engrave^* 


1 9;?0-37 — Army 


ic  W.  K.  Schrage 


2c  W.  K.  Schrage 


3c  V.  AIcCloskev 
(Johl) 


4c  W.  K.  Schrage 


5c  Captain  L.  E.  Schick 
of  West  Point 
(Johl ) 


Portraits  by  F.  Pauling 

E.  M. 

Hall 

jMt.  Vernon  by 

M.  D.  Fenton 
(Johl) 

(Johl) 

Portraits  by  J.  Eissler 

E.  M. 

ffall 

Vignette  and  border  by 
H.  R.  Rov\  ans 
(Johl) 

(Johl) 

Fred  Pauling 

E.  M. 

Weeks 

(Johl ) 

(Johl) 

l^ortrait  of  Lee  by 

E.  M. 

Hall 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

I’ortrait  of  Jackson  by 
John  Eissler 

A'ignette  by 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

(Johl) 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

E.  M. 

Hall 

(self) 

(Johl ) 

19;?(i-a7 — Navy 


IC  A.  R. 
(Johl) 


Meissner 


Portraits  by 
L.  C.  Kaufifinann 
Central  design  by 
Carl  T.  Arlt 
(Johl) 


Carl  T.  Arlt 
(Johl ) 


Carl  T.  Arlt 
(Johl) 


2C 

A.  R.  Meissner 

Portraits  by  John 

Eissler 

E.  M.  Weeks 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

(Johl) 

\h'gnette  bv  Carl 
(Johl) 

T.  Arlt 

(Johl) 

(self) 

3c 

A.  R.  Meissner 

Portraits  by 

W.  H.  Wells 

(Johl) 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 
\'iirnette  by  Carl 
(Johl) 

T.  Arlt 

(Johl) 

4C 

A.  R.  Meissner 

John  Eissler 

W.  R.  Wells 

W.  R.  Wells 

(Johl) 

(self ) 

(Johl ) 

(Johl) 

SC 

A.  R.  Meissner 

Fred  Pauling 

W.  R.  5Vells 

W.  R.  Wells 

(Johl) 

(self) 

(Johl) 

(Johl) 

lOO 
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Do  signer 


3c  A.  R.  IVIeissner 

(Johl) 


5c  William  A.  Roache 
& W.  K.  Schrage 
(Johl) 


3c  A.  R.  IVIeissner 
& J.  B.  Stearns 
(Johl) 


3c  Wm.  A.  Roache 
(Johl) 


3c  V.  McCloskey 
(Johl) 


3c  ^^ignette  by  Wm.  A. 
Roache 

Frame  by  Wm.  K. 

Schrage 

(Johl) 


3c  y.  McCloskev 
(Johl) 


Vignette  Engraver  T.etter  Engiaver 
1937 — Ordinance  of  1787  Sesqnicentennial 

Portraits  by  W.  B.  Wells 

L.  C.  Kauffmann  (Johl) 

Map  bv  G.  L.  Huber 
(Johl)' 


1937 — Virginia  Dare 

Carl  T.  Arlt  E.  M.  Weeks 

(self)  (Johl) 


1937 — Constitution  Sesqnicentennial 

John  Eissler  W.  B.  Wells 

(self)  (Johl) 


1937 — HaAvaii  Territory 


Charles  Chalmers  James  T.  Baver 

(Johl)  (Johl) 

1937 — Alaska 


Carl  T.  Arlt  W.  B.  Wells 

(self)  (Johl) 

1937 — Puerto  Rico 

John  Eissler  G.  L.  Huber 

(self)  (Johl) 


1937 — Virgin  Iskinds 

Carl  T.  Arlt  James  T.  t'ail 

(self)  (Johl) 

1 938 — Presidents — Regular  Issue 


Frame  Engraver 


Carl  T.  Arlt 
(Johl) 


W.  B.  Wells 
(Johl) 


G.  L.  Huber 

(Johl) 


James  T.  Vail 
(Johl) 


From  data  supplied  to  the  compiler  by  Sol  Glass. 


14c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

John  Eissler 

James 

T.  Vail 

IC 

Elaine  Rawlinson 

John  Eissler 

James 

T.  Vail 

1/4 

c W.  K.  Schrage 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

James 

T.  A'ail 

2C 

W.  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James 

T.  A^iil 

3C 

W.  K.  Schrage 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

James 

T.  V'ail 

4c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

James 

T.  Vail 

414 

c W.  K.  Schrage 

James  R.  Lowe 

E.  M. 

Weeks 

5c 

Robt.  L.  IVIiller 

John  Eissler 

James 

T.  Vail 

6c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

Fred  Pauling 

James 

T.  ALail 

7c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James 

T.  ALail 

8c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James 

T.  A'ail 

9c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James 

T.  ALail 

I oc 

W.  K.  Schrage 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

James 

T.  YnW 

I IC 

Robt.  L.  Miller 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

James 

T.  A'ail 

I2C 

W.  K.  Schrage 

John  Eissler 

James 

T.  A*ail 

13c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

Fred  Pauling 

James 

T.  A'ail 

14c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

James 

T.  A’ail 

I 3c 

Robt.  E.  Milier 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James 

T.  A’ail 

1 6c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

James 

T.  A’ail 

17c 

W.  K.  Schrage 

L.  C.  Kauffmann 

James 

T.  A’ail 

i8c 

Wm.  A.  Roach 

Fred  Pauling 

Alton 

Payne 

19c 

Robt.  L.  Miller 

C.  A.  Brooks 

Geo. 

L.  Huber 

2()C 

Wm.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James 

T.  A’ail 

2 IC 

V.  McCloskey 

Wm.  0.  Marks 

James 

T.  A’ ail 

22c 

V.  McCloskey 

M.  D.  Fenton 

James 

T.  A'ail 
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24c  A’.  AIcCIoskey 
25c  V.  AIcCloskey 
30c  AVm.  A.  Roach 
50c  AAhii.  A.  Roach 

1. 00  V.  McCloskey 

2.00  A^.  McCloskey 


5.00  A'.  AIcCIoskey 


Vij»nette  Engraver 

19;?« 

C.  A.  Brooks 
Janies  R.  Lowe 
Janies  R.  Lowe 
Harry  Rollins 
L.  C.  KaufiFmann 
Fretl  Pauling 


John  Eissler 


Letter  Engraver 

(eon  tinned ) 

James  T.  A 'ail 
Janies  T.  A'ail 
Alton  Payne 
Janies  T.  A'ail 
G.  L.  Huber 
G.  L.  Huber 
( LL  S.  J’ostage) 

E.  AI.  Hall 
(other  lettering) 

G.  L.  Huber 
( LL  S.  Postage) 

E.  AI.  Hall 
(other  lettering) 


— Presidents 


Eraine  Engraver 


G.  L.  Huber 
G.  L.  Huber 


G.  L.  Huber 


Beginning  with  the  1938  Constitution  Ratification  Issue,  and  continuing  to  date,  with 
exceptions  as  noted,  our  authority  for  the  names  of  the  designers  and  engravers  is  Sol 
Glass,  the  data  being  taken  from  his  series  of  articles  in  this  Journal  (starting  in  No.  6, 
April  1945)  entitled  “U.  S.  XX  Century  Essay  Designs,  Models  and  Proofs,”  having  been 
obtained  by  him  from  official  records  of  the  Designing  Si  Engraving  Division  of  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing.  Engraving  done  by  Carl  T.  Arlt  is  further  authenticated 
by  the  engraver  himself  in  an  article  in  the  Collectors  Club  Philatelist,  Vol.  29,  No.  6, 
November  1950,  p.  347. 


3c  S.  AIcCIoskey 


3c  A.  R.  Aleissner 


3c  Robert  L.  Aliller 


3c  A.  R.  Aleissner 


3c  AVm.  A.  Roach 


3c  C.  Dale  Badgely 


3c  A.  R.  Aleissner 


3c  AVm.  A.  Roach 


3c  AVm.  A.  Roach 


3c  AVm.  K.  Schrage 


1 0;?8 — Coiistitiitioii  Ratification 

AI.  D.  Fenton  AAL  B.  AA'ells 

1938 —  Swedisli-Finnish  Tercentenary 

Carl  T.  Arlt  E.  AI.  AVeeks  & 

AV.  B.  AVells 

1938 —  North we.st  Territory  Sesqnicentennial 

Carl  T.  Arlt  E.  AI.  Hall  & G.  L.  Huber 

1 938 —  Iowa  Territory  Centennial 

Carl  T.  Arlt  AAL  B.  AA'ells 

1939 —  tiolden  Gate  International  Exposition 

Charles  A.  Brooks  E.  AI.  Hall 

1939 — New  Yoik  AVorld’s  Fair 

E.  AI.  AA'eeks  E.  AI.  AA'eeks 

1 939 —  Washington  Inangnration 

John  Eissler  E.  AI.  AA'eeks 

1 939 — Raseball  Centennial 

Charles  A.  Brooks  James  T.  A'ail 

1939 — Panama  Canal 

AV.  O.  Alarks  AV.  B.  AVells 

1 939— Printing  Tercententiry 

Carl  T.  Arlt  E.  AI.  Hall,  G.  L.  Huber 

.A'  J.  T.  A'ail 

1939 —  50th  Anniversary  of  Statehood 


James  T.  A'ail 


E.  AI.  AVeeks 

James  T.  A'ail 

AV.  B.  AA'ells 

James  T.  A'ail 


3c  A.  R.  Aleissner 


AI.  D.  Fenton 


W.  B.  Wells 


AV.  B.  AVells 
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l)esij»ner 

Vif»iiette  Engraver  Letter  Eiigi’aver 

Frame  EngTaver 

1940- 

-Famous  Americans 

Authors 

ic  Win.  A.  Roach 

L.  C.  Kauffinann 

WL  B.  W'ells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

H.  R.  Rollins 

W.  B.  Wells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

3c  Win.  A.  Roach 

Gilroy  Roberts 

WL  B.  Wells  & J.  T.  A^ail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

5c  Win.  A.  Roach 

John  Eissler 

WL  B.  Wells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

IOC  Win.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

WL  B.  W'ells  & J.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

Poets 

IC  Win.  A.  Roach 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

W'.  B.  W'ells 

C.  A.  Brooks 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

W'.  0.  Marks 

WL  B.  W^ells 

C.  A.  Brooks 

3c  Win.  A.  Roach 

John  Eissler 

WL  B.  W'ells 

C.  A.  Brooks 

5c  Wm.  A.  Roach 

I\I.  D.  Fenton 

WL  B.  Wells 

C.  A.  Brooks 

I oc  Win.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

WL  B.  Wells 

C.  A.  Brooks 

Educators 

IC  Win.  A.  Roach 

W’^ni.  A.  Roach 

WL  B.  W^ells  & J.  T.  A^ail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

L.  C.  Kauf¥mann 

WL  B.  W'ells  & J.  T.  A^ail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

3c  Win.  A.  Roach 

Gilroy  Roberts 

W.  B.  W^ells  & J.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

5c  Win.  A.  Roach 

J.  R.  Lowe 

W.  B.  Wells  & J.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

IOC  Win.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

WL  B.  W^ells  & J.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

Scientists 

IC  Win.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

WL  B.  W'ells 

J.  T.  Vail 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

John  Eissler 

WL  B.  Wells 

J.  T.  Vail 

3c  Win.  A.  Roach 

H.  R.  Rollins 

J.  T.  Vail 

J.  T.  AAail 

5c  Win.  A.  Roach 

L.  C.  Kauffinann 

WL  B.  W'ells 

J.  T.  A'ail 

IOC  Win.  A.  Roach 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

WL  B.  W'ells 

J.  T.  Vail 

Composers 

IC  Win.  A.  Roach 

Gilroy  Roberts 

WL  B.  Wells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

WL  B.  W^ells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

3c  Win.  A.  Roach 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

W.  B.  Wells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

5c  Win.  A,  Roach 

John  Eissler 

WL  B.  W^ells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

IOC  Win.  A.  Roach 

L.  C.  Kauffinann 

WL  B.  W'ells 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

Artists 

IC  Win.  A.  Roach 

WL  0.  Marks 

WL  B.  W^ells  & J.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

AI.  D.  Fenton 

WL  B.  W'ells  & j.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

3c  Win.  A,  Roach 

AI.  D.  E'enton 

WL  B.  W'ells  & J.  T.  Vail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

5c  Win.  A.  Roach 

J.  R.  Lowe 

WL  B.  W^ells  & J.  T.  \a\\ 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

IOC  Win.  A.  Roach 

fl.  R.  Rollins 

W.  B.  W^ells  & j.  T.  A^ail 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

Inventors 

rc  Win.  A,  Roach 

Gilroy  Roberts 

T.  T.  Wail 

J.  T.  Vail 

2c  Win.  A.  Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

J.  T.  \'ail 

J.  T.  Vail 

3c  Win.  A.  Roach 

John  Eissler 

J.  T.  Vail 

T.  T.  A'ail 

5c  Win.  A.  Roach 

L.  C.  Kauffinann 

L T.  Wail 

j.  T.  ^■ail 

IOC  Win.  A.  Roach 

WL  0.  Alarks 

J.  T.  ^'ail 

J.  T.  Vail 

I’he  ornaineiit  on 

the  value  labels  nas 

engraved  by  Charles  A.  Brooks. 

11)40 — rony  Express 

3c  Win,  A.  Roach  C.  A.  Brooks  J.  S.  Edmoiulson 

1040 — Pan-American  I'nion 
3c  Win.  A.  Roach  Carl  Arlt  J.  T . ^ ail 

1040 — Idalio  Staleluuxl 


3c  Win.  K.  SchraRc 


J.  R.  Lowe 


J.  S.  lulmoiulsoii 
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Designer 


3c  A.  R.  Aleissiier 

3c  A'.  S.  McCloskey 


Vijiliette  Engraver  I.etter  Engraver 

1 !)4()- Wyoming  Statehood 

C.  A.  Brooks  E.  H.  Helniuth 

1 940 — (\)ronado  E\i)editif)n 

C.  A.  Brooks  J.  S.  Edmondson 


Eranie  Engraver 


J.  S.  Edmondson 


1 940 — National  Defense 


IC 

AVm. 

A. 

Roach 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

W.  B.  Wells  & J.  T.  ALail 

W.  B.  Wells  & 

J.  T.  Vail 

2C 

Wm. 

A. 

Roach 

H.  R.  Rollins 

W.  B.  Wells 

W.  B.  Wells 

3c 

Wm. 

A. 

Roach 

J.  R.  Lowe 

E.  H.  Helmuth 

E.  H.  Helmuth 

1 940 — Thirteenth  Amendment 

3C 

Wm. 

A. 

Roach 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

J.  T.  A^ail 

J.  T.  A'ail 

1941- 

-Vermont  Statehood 

3c 

A.  R. 

Meissner 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

J.  T.  A'ail 

J.  T.  A'ail 

1942— 

-Kentucky  Statehood 

3C 

Wm. 

A. 

Roach 

C.  A.  Brooks 

A.  W.  Christensen 

A.  W.  Christensen 

194 

2^ — Win  The  War 

3c 

Mark 

O’Dea 

J.  S.  Edmondson 

y.  S.  Edmondson 

( vignette ) 

J.  S.  Edmondson 
(lettering  & numer- 
als) 

1 942 — C’hinese  Commemorative 

5c  Wm.  A.  Roach  I^ortrait  of  Lincoln  A.  W.  Christensen 

by  L.  C.  Kauffmann 
Portrait  of  Sun  Yat  Sen 
by  Carl  T.  Arlt 
Map  by  R.  K.  Barrick 

1948 — Ihiited  Nations 

2c  Leon  Lfelguera  C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 

1948 — Four  Freedoms 

ic  Paul  Alanship  Carl  T.  Arlt  J.  T.  A ail  Carl  T.  Arlt 

1 948-44 — Overiiin  Countries 
By  the  American  Bank  Note  Company 


3c  A.  E.  Foringer  Arthur  C.  Vogel 

Note: — This  issue  is  not  included  in  the  article  by  Sol  (Pass  referred  to  above.  For  our  authentication 
see  E.  ]’.  J.  No.  i8,  April  194S,  p.  92.  The  same  designer  and  frame  engraver  are  credited  for  the  13 
stamps  of  this  issue.  Further  information  is  desired. 


1 944 — Railroad  Commemorative 

3c  Wm.  A.  Roach  Carl  1'.  Arlt  A.  W.  Christensen  A.  W.  Christensen 

1 944 — Steamship  Commemoiative 

3c  V.  S.  McCloskey  C.  A.  Brooks  .).  T.  A ail 

1 944 — 'relegra|)h  (\)mmemorat i ve 


3c  A . S.  .AIcCloskey 


Carl  T.  Arlt 


J.  S.  Edmondson 


J.  S.  Edmondson 


104 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  34 


Designer 


3c  W ni.  A.  Roach 

3c  Wni.  A.  Roach 

31.  Wni.  A.  Roach 

5c  Y.  A.  IMcCloskey 

3c  S.  ^IcCloskey 

ic  Y.  S.  ]McCloskey 
2c  W.  K.  Schrage 
3c  Y.  S.  AIcCloskey 
5c  Wm.  A.  Roach 

3c  Wm.  A.  Roach 


3c  Y.  S.  McCloskey 


3c  K.  P.  Riley 
(Modeled  by 
W.  K.  Schrage) 


3c  Y.  S.  McCloskey 


3c  Buchman  Winn 
(Modeled  by 
Y.  S.  McCloskey) 


3c  Y.  S.  McCloskey 


3c  Y.  S.  McCloskey 


3c  S.  McCloskey 


Vij»nette  Engraver  Letter  Engraver 

1 944 —  Philippine  Coniineniorative 

C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 

1044 — Motion  Picture  Coniineinorative 

Carl  T.  Arlt  Charles  A.  Smith 

1945 — Horida  Statehood 

C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 

1945 —  United  Nations  Conference 

C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 

(Laurel  leaves) 

1945 — Iwo  Jinia  Coniineniorative 

C.  A.  Brooks  E.  H.  Helmuth 

1 945-4G— Roosevelt  Coniineniorative 

Portrait  by  C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 
\^ignette  by  M.  D.  Fenton 
Portrait  by  C.  A.  Brooks  J.  S.  Edmondson 
Ahgnette  by  M.  D.  Fenton 

Portrait  by  C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 
A'ignette  by  AI.  D.  Fenton 

Portrait  by  C.  A.  Brooks  A.  W.  Christensen 
A'ignette  by  AI.  D.  Fenton 

1945 — Army 

Charles  A.  Brooks  J.  S.  Edmondson 

(inch  U.  S.  Seal) 

1945 — Navy 

AI.  D.  Fenton  George  L.  Huber 

1945 — Coast  Guard 

Edw.  R.  Grove  Charles  A.  Smith 

1945 — Alfred  E.  Smith 

Carl  T.  Arlt  A.  W.  Christensen 

1945 — Texas  Statehood 

Edw.  R.  Grove  E.  H.  Helmuth 


194<> — Alerchant  Alarine 

AI.  D.  Fenton  J.  S.  Edmondson 

1940 — Veterans  of  World  War  II 

Edw.  R.  Grove  A.  W.  Christensen 

1 <)4(} — Teniiesscc  StJitehood 

Portrait  of  Jackson  A.  . Christensen 

by  C.  A.  Brooks 

Portrait  of  Sevier 

and  Capitol  by 

Carl  'E.  Arlt 


Frame  Engraver 


A.  W.  Christensen 


Charles  A.  Smith 


A.  W.  Christensen 


A.  W.  Christensen 


E.  H.  Helmuth 


A.  W.  Christensen 
J.  S.  Edmondson 
A.  W.  Christensen 
A.  W.  Christensen 


J.  S.  Edmondson 


George  L.  Huber 


Charles  A.  Smith 


A.  W.  Christensen 


E.  H.  Helmuth 


j.  S.  Edmundson 


.A.  Christensen 


A.  W.  Christensen 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Ua  S»  XX  Centiiry 

Designs,  Models  and  Proofs 

By  Sol  Glass 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  33,  pag;e  36.) 

Mslilroad  Engineers  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  April  29,  1950 


J>‘>3E-A.  Accepted  Model 
“Case^”  Jones  and  Locomotives  of 
1900  and  1950 

No  rejected  Designs, 

Designer — C.  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Portrait  and  Vignette,  C.  A.  Brooks. 

Frame,  lettering  and  numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 

Design  Essayed  March  lo,  1950,  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  March  10,  1950,  hy  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  VI.  G, 

Die  Proof  Approved  April  3,  1950,  hy  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

An  original  wash  drawing  by  C.  R,  Chickering,  influenced  by  a photograph  of  “Casey” 
Jones  appearing  on  front  cover  of  hook  entitled  ''Casey''  Jones,  by  Fred  J.  Lee,  Southern 
Publishers,  Inc,,  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  a photograph  of  the  engine  used  hy  “Casey”  Jones, 
taken  from  Life  Magazine,  January  26,  1942,  obtained  from  the  Library  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  a photograph  of  a modern  locomotive  from  magazine  entitled 
“Quiz  on  Railroads  and  Railroading,”  published  hy  the  Association  of  American  Rail- 
roads, Washington,  D.  C.,  December,  1949. 


U HONORtHG  RAiLRQAD  ENGiNEERS  OF  AMERICA  . 1 

I-'.  ' 


.Essay 


Eausas  City,  Missouri,  Centeimial  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  June  3,  1950 

Two  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — Louis  Dietzel. 

Modeler — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Engravers — Vignette,  R.  M.  Bower. 

Outline  frame,  lettering  and  numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 
Design  Essayed  March  24,  1950,  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P,  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  March  27,  1950,  hy  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  IM.  G, 

Die  Proof  Approved  April  4,  195O)  hy  J.  IM.  Donaldson,  P.  IM.  G. 
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llejected  Essay 

I’eiicil  Sketch  by  Louis  Dietzel 


J)l)4E-li.  Rejected  Essay 
Kausas  City  Skyline,  lOoO,  and 
4\'estiJOi*t  Landiiij*,  ISoO 


994E-C.  Accepted  Model 
Kansas  City  Skyline,  1950,  and 
Westport  Landing,  1850 


Source  of  Design 

Pencil  sketch  by  Louis  Dietzel  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  a photograph  of  the  Kansas 
City  skyline  in  1950,  and  a photograph  of  an  engraving  of  Westport  Landing  in  1850,  all 
of  which  were  furnished  by  the  Kansas  City  Centennial  Association  through  the  Post 
Office  Department. 


IBoy  Scout  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  June  30,  1950 


9J)5E-A.  Ercliniinarj'  Sketch 
Thi(M‘  Roys,  Statue  of  liiberty  and 
Scout  Radge 


J195E-R.  Accepted  Model 
Thi'cH'  Roys,  Statue  of  Liberty  and 
Scout  Radgc‘ 


No  Rejected  Designs. 

Modeler — Charles  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Cignette,  Charles  A.  Brooks. 

l^'rame,  lettering  and  numerals,  Echvard  H.  Helmutli. 
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Design  Essayed  April  5,  1950,  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P,  IVl.  (E 
Model  Approved  April  5,  1950,  by  J.  M,  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  IMay  12,  1950,  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  (E 

Source  of  Design 

A wash  drawing  based  on  a preliminary  sketch  furnished  by  the  Boy  Scout  Organi- 
zation. 


Three  Cents — Issued  July  4,  1950 


0{)(>K-A.  Rejected  Essay 
Govei'iior  Win.  Henry  Harrison  and 
First  Indiana  Capitol 


P!)()E-R.  Accepted  Model 
(xovernor  Win.  Henry  Harrison  and 
First  Indiana  Capitol 


One  Rejected  Design. 

Designer — Charles  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers— Portrait  and  vignette,  George  A.  Gundersen. 

Outline  frame,  lettering  and  numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 
Design  Essayed  May  3,  1950,  to  J.  IM.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  May  4,  1950,  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  June  6,  1950,  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 


Source  of  Design 


Photograph  of  a painting  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  made  in  1800  by  Charles 
Wilson  Peale,  owned  by  the  Vincennes  D.  A.  R.,  and  a photograph  of  the  first  Capitol  of 
Indiana  Territory,  both  of  which  were  furnished  by  the  Indiana  I'erritory  Sesquicenten- 
nial  Commission. 


California  Statelioocd  Centemiial  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  September  9,  1950 

Two  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 
h'ngravers — Vignette,  Matthew  D.  Fenton. 

Frame,  lettering  and  numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 

Design  Essayed  April  24,  1950,  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  (E 
Model  Approved  May  8,  1950,  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  i\I.  (E 
Die  Proof  Approved  August  4,  195O1  by  J,  M.  Donaldson,  P.  xM,  CE 


io8 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  34 


DOTE- A.  Rejected  Essay.  Design  by  Victor 
Reikowitz  for  the  California  Centennial 
Coininission 


007E-R.  Rejected  Essay 
Flag  of  the  California  Republic 


007E-C.  Accepted  Model 
Miner  and  Pioneers 


Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  a design  and  a photograph  of  the  steamship  Oregon,  both  of  which 
were  furnished  hy  the  California  Centennial  Commission. 


(To  be  continued.) 


Proofs  Not  Always  Expensive 

(Extract  from  an  article  on  “Proofs”  in  Herst’s  Outbursts,  ^ ol.  Q,  No.  i,  Whole  No.  55)  1952',  pub 
lished  by  Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  Shrub  Oak,  N.  Y.) 

The  average  collector  somehow  thinks  that  proofs  and  essays  are  costly  items  to  be 
avoided  in  collecting.  It  is  odd  that  this  erroneous  conclusion  should  have  such  wide 
circulation,  for  it  certainly  isn’t  true.  The  most  popular  proofs  in  the  world,  those  of 
our  own  country,  are  not  an  exception  to  the  rule;  there  are  many  complete  sets  obtain- 
able for  a few  dollars,  and  many  of  the  early  individual  items  sell  as  proofs  for  but  a 
fraction  of  their  value  as  stamps. 

A number  of  collectors  have  found  this  out,  and  are  hlling  in  spaces  designed  for 
expensive  stamps  with  cardboard  proofs.  It’s  a wise  move,  too;  the  proofs  were  printed 
from  the  same  plates  that  printed  the  regular  stamps;  they  come  m the  same  colors  as 
the  issued  stamps;  the  cost  often  is  hut  a fraction,  and  the  problem  of  condition  doesn  t 

exist,  since  the  proofs  invariably  come  in  fine  condition. 

Although  we  don’t  have  an  extensive  stock  of  proofs,  we’d  welcome  correspondence 
from  any  OUTBURST  reader  who  may  wish  to  order  some  proofs  for  items  that  as 

postage  stamps  would  he  far  beyond  his  reach. 

For  those  who  don’t  know,  a proof  is  simply  a printing  of  a stamp  from  a plate 
ready  for  issuance,  hut  not  available  for  postage.  Usually  they  are  imperforate,  and 
usually  they  are  on  thin  cardboard,  although  we  do  have  perforated  proofs,  sometimes  on 

stamp  paper.  . . . 
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U.  S.  POSTAL  CARD 
ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 


A Historical  Catalo| 
STAMP  ESSAYS  & 


PROOFS 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Copyright  19S2  by  the  Author.  All  Publication  Rights  Reserved.) 
(Continued  from  Joukx.vi,  No.  29,  page  39.) 


Addeeda 

The  following  Advertisement  for  Proposals  of  April  2,  1881,  for  furnishing  U.  S. 
Postal  Cards  for  four  years  from  July  i,  1881,  has  recently  been  obtained.  If  it  had 
been  available  it  should  have  been  printed  in  proper  order,  in  Journal  No.  28,  page  206, 
directly  under  the  sub-title  UX7  Issue  of  1881. 

(Insert  in  Journal  No.  28,  page  206.) 

PROPOSALS  FOR  POSTAL-CARDS 

(ADVERTISEMENT ) 

Post  Office  Department, 

Wasliington,  D.  C.,  April  2,  1881. 

SEALED  PROPOSALS  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  12  o’clock  M.  on  Wednes- 
day, the  4th  day  of  May,  1881,  for  furnishing  Postal-Cards  for  and  during  a period  of 
four  years,  commencing  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1881. 

Blank  forms  of  bids,  with  samples  and  full  specifications,  will  be  furnished  upon 
application  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

THOMAS  L.  JAMES, 

Postmaster  General. 

SPECIFICATIONS.— FURNISHING  POSTAL  CARDS 

SIZE  AND  QUALIl'Y  OF  CARDS. 

I'he  cards  must  be  three  by  live  and  one-eighth  inches  (3x5hfi  in-)  in  dimensions,  and 
must  weigh  six  and  one-quarter  pounds  per  thousand  finished  cards,  exclusive  of  bands 
and  wrappers,  and  the  paper  from  which  they  are  manufactured  must  be  uniform  so  that 
the  cards  will  not  vary  from  each  other  in  thickness  and  weight.  The  paper  must  also  be 
clean  and  free  from  specks,  well  calendered  and  finished  on  both  sides,  suitable  for  printing 
and  writing  in  ink  or  pencil,  and  the  same  in  color,  quality,  material,  and  in  all  other 
respects  as  the  samples  furnished  by  the  Department  to  bidders. 

PRINTING,  DIES,  ROLLS,  PLATES,  ETC. 

"Phe  cards  will  be  surface-printed  on  one  side  only,  from  hardened  steel  plates  made 
from  dies  the  property  of  the  Government.  4'he  plates  now  in  use  and  belonging  to  the 
Government  will  be  turned  over  to  the  new  contractor  in  time  to  properly  commence  work 
under  the  new  contract.  These  plates  are  mounted,  ready  for  the  press,  on  five  forms  of 
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forty  cards  each,  and  spaced  accurately  to  cut  the  proper  size  of  the  cards.  The  con- 
tractor may  be  required  to  procure,  at  his  own  expense,  subsequent  to  the  award,  and 
before  the  contract  term  commences,  additional  plates. 

1 he  contractor  will  be  further  required  to  keep  in  repair  all  dies,  rolls,  and  plates 
from  which  postal-cards  may  be  printed,  and  to  renew  the  same  whenever  required;  and 
should  new  designs  be  required  at  any  time  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  cards,  or  for 
denominations  of  cards  not  now  in  use,  the  same  shall  be  furnished  and  engraved,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Postmaster  General,  upon  his  request,  within  a reasonable  time; 
all  which  shall  be  done  and  executed  in  the  best  style  by  the  contractor,  and  of  his  own 
expense.  All  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  made,  renewed,  or  used  at  any  time  in  filling  the 
contract,  in  addition  to  those  now  in  use  shall  immediately  become  the  absolute  property 
of  the  United  States  and  shall  be  delivered,  in  good  working  order,  to  the  Postmaster 
General  or  his  authorized  agent,  whenever  demanded. 

BUILDING,  PLACE  OF  MANUFACTURE,  ETC. 

T he  cards  will  be  required  to  be  manufactured  in  a secure  building,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Department,  and  m a separate  apartment  distinct  from  those  in  which 
any  other  work  is  done,  and  when  finished  must  be  placed  for  storage  in  a fire  and 
burglar  proof  apartment,  or  vault,  to  be  specially  provided  for  the  purpose.  The  con- 
tractor may  be  required  to  furnish,  without  charge,  suitable  and  properly  furnished  rooms 
for  use  of  the  post  office  in  registering  and  mailing  packages  of  postal-cards  to  be  for- 
warded through  the  mails.  Iffie  apartments,  vaults,  and  rooms  for  manufacturing,  storing, 
and  registering  cards  shall  be  immediately  connected  with  each  other  by  communicating 
doors,  and  they  shall  be  constructed  and  fitted  up  to  the  satisfaction  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  Department. 

AGENT— OFFICE  ROOMS— INSPECTION. 

A resident  agent  of  the  Department  will  have  supervision  of  the  manufacture,  storage, 
and  issue  of  the  cards,  and  he  shall  at  all  times  have  full  and  free  access  to  the  apartments 
and  vaults  where  the  cards  are  manufactured  and  stored,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
same.  The  contractor  shall  furnish  him  and  his  clerks  suitable  office  and  desk-room, 
properly  furnished,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  his  agency,  without  cost  to  the 
Government;  and  such  rooms  shall  also  be  immediately  connected  with  the  apartments 
used  for  mailing  and  registering  the  cards.  The  Postmaster  General  shall  also  have 
the  right  at  any  time  to  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made,  by  any  agent  or  agents  whom 
he  may  specially  designate  for  the  purpose,  of  the  rooms,  apartments,  and  vaults  used 
for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  cards,  and  of  the  cards  in  course  of  manufacture  or 
in  stock.  He  shall  also  have  the  right  to  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made,  when  and  in 
such  manner  as  he  may  desire  it,  of  the  process  of  manufacturing  the  paper  in  all  its 
several  stages. 

STOCK  ON  HAND. 

The  contractor  shall  at  all  times  after  one  month  from  the  commencement  of  the 
contract  term,  be  required  to  keep  on  hand  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Department  not 
less  than  10,000,000  one-cent  finished  cards,  so  that  each  and  every  requisition  from  the 
Department  may  be  promptly  filled  as  soon  as  received. 

llie  Department  shall  have  the  right  to  require  of  the  contractor,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  contract,  or  at  any  time  during  its  existence,  to  furnish  an  extra  quantity  of  cards 
not  exceeding  a supply  for  three  months. 

PACKING. 

The  cards  must  be  banded  in  parcels  of  twenty-five,  (23)  and  packed  in  strong 
pasteboard  or  straw  boxes,  securely  bound  on  the  edges  and  corners  with  cotton  or  linen 
cloth  glued  on;  each  box  to  contain  not  less  than  five  hundred  (soo)  of  the  one-cent  or 
two  hundred  and  fifty  (230)  of  the  two-cent  cards.  When  less  than  2,000  cards  are 
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required  to  fill  the  order  of  a postmaster,  the  boxes  shall  be  wrapped  in  one  package, 
securely  fastened,  in  strong  manila  paper,  and  sealed  so  as  to  safely  bear  transportation 
by  mail;  and  when  2,000  or  more  cards  are  required,  the  pasteboard  or  straw  boxes 
containing  the  same  must  be  packed  in  strong  wooden  cases  well  strapped  with  hoop-iron; 
but  no  case  shall  contain  to  exceed  25,000  cards.  Said  cases  and  packages  shall  be  ad- 
dressed by  the  contractor  under  the  direction  of  an  agent  of  the  Department.  Wooden 
cases  containing  the  cards  to  he  transported  by  water-routes  must  be  provided  with  suitable 
water-proofing. 

DELIVERY 

I'he  contractor  must  be  ready  to  commence  the  delivery  of  the  cards  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  1881,  when  the  contract  will  begin,  and  thereafter  they  must  be  promptly  furnished 
and  delivered  complete  in  all  respects,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  requested  in  daily  orders 
of  postmasters.  Yhe  cards  may  be  required  to  be  delivered  in  separate  packages,  as  above 
provided  for,  at  the  post  office  at  the  place  where  the  same  are  manufactured,  or  at  the 
nearest  adjacent  large  post  office  with  adequate  facilities  for  handling  and  mailing  the 
cards,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General ; or  in  such  quantities  at  the  Post 
Office  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct. 

BLANKS 

In  addition,  the  contractor  will  be  required  to  furnish  labels,  and  direct  the  same  for 
each  package,  in  accordance  with  the  daily  lists  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment; together  with  all  other  blanks  required  to  be  inclosed  with  the  cards;  also  all 
blanks  for  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  returns  relating  to  the  number  of  cards 
furnished. 

REPORTS 

Idle  contractor  will  be  required  to  report  weekly,  under  oath,  the  number  of  cards 
manufactured,  (finished,  unfinished,  and  spoiled)  the  number  issued  during  the  week,  and 
the  number  available  for  issue;  all  spoiled  cards  to  be  destroyed  by  the  agent  of  the 
Department  in  the  presence  of  the  contractor  or  his  representative,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct. 

AWARD 

The  contract  will  be  awarded  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  the  two  kinds  of  cards 
issued  during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1880,  as  follows: 

One-cent  cards  290,315,500. 

I'wo-cent  cards  946,000. 


Total  291,261,500. 

The  number  of  one-cent  cards  required  during  the  contract  term  will  probably  reach 
2,000,000,000;  but  the  number  of  two-cent  cards  will  probably  not  exceed  500,000. 

Bids  must  be  made  for  each  kind  of  cards  separately,  the  bidders  stating  in  their 
proposals  the  price  per  thousand  cards,  including  everything  required  to  be  done  or 
furnished  as  set  forth  in  these  specifications;  and  the  contract  will  be  awarded  as  a whole 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  in  the  aggregate,  the  amount  of  a bid  to  be  ascertained 
by  extending  the  above  issues  of  the  prices  bid,  respectively,  and  then  aggregating  the 
amount  of  the  two  items.  It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  proposals  made  under 
these  specifications  and  the  advertisement  shall  include  all  the  postal  cards  needed  by  the 
Department  during  the  contract  term,  without  reference  to  the  above  issues. 

PROPOSALS— AGREEiVIENT— BOND. 

Bids  on  samples  other  than  those  furnished  by  the  Department  will  not  be  considered. 

Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  partnership  making  it,  and  when 
made  by  a partnership,  the  name  of  each  partner  thereof  must  be  disclosed;  and  it  must  be 
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accompanied  by  a guaranty,  signed  by  at  least  two  responsible  guarantors,  that  the  bidder 
shall,  within  ten  days  after  being  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a contract  to  furnish 
promptly,  and  in  quantities  as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  to  be  furnished  by  him,  the 
responsibility  and  sufficiency  of  the  signers  to  such  guaranty  to  be  certified  to  by  the 
postmaster  or  United  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides;  and  in  such  contract  the 
contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  covenant  and  agree  that  in  case  the  said  contractor  shall 
fail  to  do  or  perform  all  or  any  of  the  covenants,  stipulations,  and  agreements  of  said 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  said  contractor  to  be  performed  as  therein  set  forth,  the  said 
contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of  America  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said  contractor  and  his 
sureties  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable,  as  liquidated  damages,  to  be  sued  for  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States. 

If  the  bidder  to  \^'hom  the  first  award  may  be  made  should  fail  to  enter  into  a 
contract,  as  herein  provided,  then  the  award  may  be  annulled,  and  the  contract  let  to  the 
next  lowest  responsible  bidder,  if  not  deemed  too  high  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  so 
on  until  the  required  contract  is  executed  ; and  such  next  lowest  bidder  shall  be  required 
to  fulfill  every  stipulation  embraced  herein  as  if  he  were  the  original  party  to  whom  the 
contract  was  awarded. 

The  contract  will  also  provide  that  if  at  any  time  during  its  continuance  the  sureties, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  die,  or  become  irresponsible,  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have 
the  right  to  require  additional  and  sufficient  sureties,  which  the  contractor  shall  furnish 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  Postmaster  General  within  ten  days  after  notice;  and  in  default 
thereof,  the  contract  may  be  annulled. 

RESERVATIONS. 

3'he  Postmaster  General  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids  if,  in  his 
judgment,  the  interest  of  the  Government  requires  it;  also,  the  right  to  annul  the 
contract  if,  in  his  opinion,  there  shall  be  a failure  at  any  time  to  perform  faithfully  any 
of  Its  stipulations,  or  in  case  of  a willful  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  Department  cards 
inferior  to  those  required  by  the  contract. 

PAYMENTS. 

Payments  for  cards  actually  issued  and  delivered  will  be  made  quarterly,  after  proper 
examination  and  adjustment  of  accounts. 

CONTRACT  NOE  ASSIGNABLE. 

I'he  contract  cannot,  in  any  case,  be  lawfully  transferred  or  assigned. 

EXTENSION. 

Should  the  interest  of  the  Government  require,  the  contract  may  be  extended  beyond 
the  time  named,  not  exceeding  three  months,  by  order  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  the 
contract  prices  and  all  conditions  herein  set  forth  shall  govern  in  such  extended  contract. 

BLANK  EORMS— SAMPLES— ADDRESS. 

Blank  forms  for  bids,  with  specimens  attached,  showing  quality  of  the  paper,  will  be 
furnished  upon  application ; and  all  proposals  must  be  made  upon  tliese  blank  forms, 
securely  enveloped  and  sealed,  marked  on  the  envelope  “Proposals  for  Postal-cards,  and 
addressed  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

THOMAS  L.  JAMES, 

Postmaster  General. 

Post  Office  Department, 

U ashingt on,  D.  C.,  April  2,  iSSr. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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The  E^P  Society  Catalog  of 
Essays  and  Proofs 

Actiially  Seem  Iby  the  Catalog  Committee 


Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Chairman 
415  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  Illustrations  are  ip2  natural  size. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgway’s  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34.  The  previously  named  dismal  set  are  now  named  dingy. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices.  Pricing  is  relative 

The  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer's  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self  addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3 i/i  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 

Note — India  paper  when  printed  is  pressed  on  card  board  backing  and  many  impres- 
sions are  found  adhering  to  this  original  cardboard  backing.  All  listings  are  imperforate 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 
P — Proof 

N — Normal  color  proof 
TC — Trial  Color  proof 
S — Specimen  overprint, 
plus  type  A,  etc. 
v. — vertical  reading-  up 


h. — horizontal 
d. — diagonal 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 
1. — left 
r. — right 

1 — die  print  large  margins 


2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  print  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  print  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

imperf. 

6 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

perf. 

7 —  plate  print  on  experimental 

naper 


Caitial  Zone 
Air  Mail 

C5E.  5 Cents. 

Vignette  engraved  by  John  Eissler. 
Size  of  die  sinkage  101  x 87.5mm. 
1.  Master  die  essay  without  value. 

On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  large 
card  6x8  inches.  ( 1 known 
70048)  (12298) 

17  m/4  smoky  dusky  y-y- 

orange  500.00 

C.ll’l.  Size  of  die  sinkage  100  x 8 8mm. 
Large  die  proof  die  sunk  on  India 
paper  on  large  card  6x8  inches. 
(1  known  70049)  (12316) 

3 5 e/1  dim  v.  dark  green  4 00.00 
('<)!».  40  Cents. 

Vignette  engraved  by  John  Eissler. 
Size  of  die  sinkage  100  x 8 8mm. 
I.  Large  die  proof  die  sunk  on  India 
paper  on  large  card  6x8  inches. 


(1  known  70050)  (12311) 

13  i/O  deep  o-y-orange  4 0 0.00 

Cuba 

1870. 

08TC.  25  Centesinios. 

5.  Plate  proofs  on  3 7 k/0  dark  g-b- 
green  wove  paper  .004"  thick  im- 
perf. stamp  size  with  gum. 

69  0/5  black  2.50 

OOTC.  50  Ontesiinos. 

5.  Plate  proofs  on  37  k/0  dark  g-b- 
green  wove  paper  .004"  thick  im- 
perf. stamp  size  with  gum. 

48  n/l  dim  v.  dusky  m.g-1)- 

lilue  2.50 

70TC.  I Peso. 

5.  Plate  proofs  on  3 7 k/0  dark  g-b- 
green  wove  paper  .00  4"  thick  im- 
perf. stamp  size  with  gum. 

69  0/5  black  2.50 
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UX8 


rxj) 


Hsiwaii 


I’ostal  Cards 

Add  to  -louriial  No.  23,  p.  1^6. 

I5y  Aniorican  Hank  Note  Co.,  X.  Y. 

1H«2. 

r\lT('.  I ( out. 

I.  Trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper 
1 3 9x8  4 mm. 

7 i/0  deep  r-orange  30.00 

I \2 

Insert  this  illustration. 

r.v;{T(’.  (Viits. 

1.  Trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper 
14  0x8  4 mm. 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green  3 0.00 


18«4. 

rX8T(\  1 Cent. 

Die  No.  C-297. 

1.  Trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper 
about  14  4x8  5 mm. 

5 m/0  dusky  0-0-red 

(])ro\vn)  30.00 

la.  Trial  color  die  proof  on  India  pa- 
per al)Out  13  3x7  6 mm  on  original 
card  l)acking  14  0x8  2 mm. 

9 k/0  dark  orange  4 0.00 

IXJ)P.  2 ( enls. 

1.  Die  proof  on  India  paper  about  13  2x 
7 5 mm  on  original  card  backing 
138x88  mm. 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 

(N)  40.00 
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Fanama 

A Departiueiit  of  Colombia 
By  Ameriraii  Bank  Xote  (’o.,  X.  Y. 
1892. 

15P.  1 Centavo. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper, 
green  (N)  3.00 

171*.  5 Centavos. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

bine  (N)  3.00 


18E-A. 

18E-A.  10  Centavos. 

Size  of  design  24.8  x 21.7min. 
Incomplete  engraving,  no  horizontal 
lines  on  water. 

1.  Die  essay  on  India  paper  on  card 


39  X 3 5mm. 

7 -/lO  red-orange  25.00 

191*.  20  Centavos. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper, 
violet  (N)  3.00 

201*.  50  Centavos. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

Scott’s  bistre-brown  (N)  3.00 

20TC3.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India 
paper. 

69  0/5  black  4.00 

21T(\  1 Peso. 

Die  No.  C-188. 

1.  Trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper. 
69  0/5  black  10.00 

21 1*.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

1 k/0  dark  red  (N)  3.00 


Pliilippimes 

By  Pliilippine  Bureau  of  Printing. 

1 920. 

;n9TC-(\  2 Centavos 

.5.  Plate  proof  on  wove  paper  .005" 
thick,  imperf. 

Overprinted  “Cancelled”  diagonally 
in  red. 

3 3 i/2  dull  deep  g-y-green 
(N)  frame  and 
13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 

vignette  

;529TC-C.  4 Centavos 

.■>.  Plate  proof  on  white  glazed  paper 
.005"  thick,  imperf. 

Overprinted  “Cancelled”  diagonally 
in  red. 

71  i/0  deep  v-r-red  (N)  frame  and 


13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 

vignette  

32t5TC-C.  20  Centavos 

5.  Plate  proof  on  white  glazed  paper 
.005"  thick,  imperf. 

Overprinted  “Cancelled”  diagonally 
in  red. 

17  h/0  m.  deep  y-y-orange  (N) 
frame  and 

13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 

vignette  

324TC-C.  24  ( entavos 

5.  Plate  proof  on  white  glazed  paper 
.005"  thick,  imperf. 

Overprinted  “Cancelled”  diagonally 
in  red. 

21  i/3  dismal  deep  o-y-yellow 
(N)  frame  and 

13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 

vignette  

32oTC-C.  1 Peso 

5.  Plate  proof  on  white  glazed  paper 
.005"  thick,  imperf. 

Overprinted  “Cancelled”  diagonally 
in  red. 

6 5 i/2  dull  deep  r-r-violet  (N) 
frame  and 

13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 

vignette  

By  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing. 

1932. 

357TCI.  18  Centavos 

Size  of  die  sinkage  88  x 102mm. 

1.  Trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card  135  x 
2 04mm.  (1  known) 

5 i/T  dim  deep  0-0-red  200.00 

357P1.  Large  die  proof  on  India  paper 
die  sunk  on  card  135  x 2 0 4mm.  (1 
known ) 

9 h/1  m.  deep  o-r-orange 

(N).  200.00 

1 935. 

383TC.  2 Centavos 

Size  of  die  sinkage  88  x 9 8mm. 

1.  Trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card  13  5 x 204 
mm.  (1  known) 

71  k/0  dark  v-r-red  200.(]^ 

384P.  4 Centavos 

Size  of  die  sinkage  99  x 8 8mm. 

1.  Large  die  proof  on  India  paper  die 
sunk  on  card  135  x 20  4mm.  (3 
known ) 

33  ni/2  dull  dusky  g-y-green  200.00 

1 93<». 

1()8TC.  2 Centavos 

Size  of  die  sinkage  102  x 8 9mm. 

I . Trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card  135  x 2ji)4 
mm.  (1  known) 

31  m/1  dim  dusky  yellow- 

green  200.00 

108PI.  Large  die  proof  on  India  paper 
die  sunk  on  card  135  x 204mni.  (1 
known ) 

7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
(N) 


200.00 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to  the 
Editor.  When  sales  are  not  reported  no  prices  realized  wei’e  received,  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important,  or  similar  sales  were  recently  reported. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  Catalogs. 
Our  Essay  and  Proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  Catalog 

abbreviations.  See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog. 

U.  S.  Essay  numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive 
Stamps,  and  its  addenda. 


Trwin  Heiinaii,  New  York  Sale,  May  2;?,  1051. 

Reported  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer 

United  States 


1908  5c  blue  large  die  sunk  essay  “FIVE  CENTS”  335E  50.00 

H.  R.  Harnier  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  May  2^^  & 20,  1051. 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 

Antigua 

1903-09  14 P dull  purple  and  brown,  imperf.  plate  proof  on  Crown  CA  paper 

21TC5  22.40 


14  P similar  in  gray-black  and  blue  21TC5  25.20 

14  P similar  in  purple  and  black  21TC5  25.20 

14p  similar  in  gray-black  and  purple  21TC5  25.20 

Barbados 

1873  5s  black  plate  proof  on  wove  paper,  imperf 43TC5  25.20 

5s  deep  dull  purple  plate  proof,  imperf  43TC5  35.00 


H.  R.  Harnier  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  June  il  & 12,  1051. 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 

Canada 

1851  6p  green  (Viking  head)  plate  essay  by  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co. 

(see  Journal  No.  5,  p.  45)  2EA  46.20 

1857  7 1/4P  greenish-blue  die  essay  (Goodall)  of  vignette  on  card  (see 

Journal  No.  15,  p.  204)  9EA1  86.80 

714p  similar  in  red-brown  9EA1  84.00 

14  P I’ose  (N)  plate  proof  on  India  paper,  block  of  four  overprinted 

SPECIMEN  vertically 8P3  22.40 

14p  black  as  above  but  on  card  8P4  21.00 

1903-12  Ic  grayish-black  plate  essay  (King  Edward  VII),  unshaded  figures 

of  value,  horizontal  pair  89E  14.00 

H.  R.  Hannor  litd.,  Ijondon  Sale,  .lime  IS  & H),  1951. 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 

Newfoundland 

1911  6c,  8c,  9c,  12c  & 15c  l)lack  plate  proofs  on  card,  lilocks  of  four 

109-111, 113, 114TC4  40.60 
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1933  4c  reddish-lilac  progressive  large  die  impressions  (3),  and  4c  carmine 

(N)  proof 215E1,215P1 

9c  blue-green  & 9c  ultramarine  (N)  progressive  large  die  impressions, 

and  9c  ultramarine  (N)  proof  219E1,219P1 

10c  red-brown  (N)  progressive  large  die  impressions  (3),  and  10c 

red-brown  proof 220E1,220P1 

32c  gray  (N)  progressive  large  die  impressions  (4);  32c  gray  proof 

225E1,225P1 


Robson  Lowe  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  June  27,  1951. 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 


Rarbados 

1873-75  l^p  black  die  proof  on  India  mounted  on  card  44TC1 

Ip  black,  as  above  45TC1 

3p  black,  as  above 38TC1 

4p  black,  as  above  47TC1 

3p,  4p  black  plate  proofs  in  pairs  on  wove  paper  . .45,38,47TC5 

Similar  in  singles  45,38,47TC5 

%p  black  plate  proof  on  wove  paper,  block  of  4 44TC5 

3p  black,  as  above  38TC5 

4p  black,  as  above  47TC5 

5s  black,  as  above  43TC5 

5s  black,  similar,  but  in  a pair 43TC5 

5s  black,  similar,  but  a single 43TC5 

5s  dull  purple  plate  proof,  pair  43TC5 

5s  similar,  but  a single  43TC5 


Sylvester  Colby,  Inc.,  Philadelphia  Sale,  Jnly  6,  1051 

Reported  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer 

1 nited  States 

1845  5c  vermilion  trial  color  proof  from  plate  of  9 on  stamp  paper  9X1R5 

1847  10c  blue-green  trial  color  die  proof  on  bond  paper 2TC1 

1851  3c  red  plate  proof  on  proof  paper  with  vertical  India  ink  brush  can- 
cels, block  of  60  from  plate  4 right  pane  with  imprint  as  sent  to 
Derby,  England,  in  18  55  for  trial  perforating,  but  not  so  used 

11P3 

1851  3c  blue  die  essay  by  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  on  ivory  paper  . . . .33E-J 
1861  3c  green  partial  die  essay  without  top  label  and  numerals  . .56E-Ad 

Robson  Lowe,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  Jnly  18,  1951. 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 


AVestern  Australia 

1854  Ip  black  plate  proof  on  wove  paper  vertical  pair 1P5 

1860-61  2p  l)lack  large  die  proof  on  thin  paper  14TC1 

6p  black  large  die  proofs  on  card  16TC1 

2,  4 and  6p  black  plate  proofs  in  pairs  14-16TC 

as  al)ove  in  singles  14-16TC 


2p  ])lue,  4p  carmine,  4p  lake-rose,  6p  deep  violet  and  6p  gray  violet 

plate  proofs 14-16TC 

4p  pale  carmine,  6p  slate-violet  and  6p  pale  violet  plate  proofs  in  pairs 

15-16TC 

6p  purple-brown  and  Is  yellow-green  plate  proofs  in  normal  colors 

23-2  4P5 

6p  violet  plate  proof  clean-cut  perf.  16  

1 899-1  901  2p  l)rigbt  yellow  (N)  plate  proof  7 4P5 


89.60 

70.00 

86.80 

106.40 


50.40 

50.40 

58.80 

50.40 

33.60 
11.20 

15.40 

22.40 

15.40 

40.60 

19.60 
14.00 

33.60 

26.60 


20.00 

46.00 


760.00 

28.50 

7.50 


10.50 

29.40 

33.60 
16.80 

8.82 

11.76 

18.20 

11.20 

12.60 
7.70 
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Itobsou  Lowe  Ltd.,  liOndon  Sale,  July  25, 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 

Great  liritaiii 

Reiiiiy  I lain  bow  Trials 

1839-41  Plate  of  12  subjects,  state  IT;  first  two  rows  of  the  sheet  in  lilac- 
rose  on  large  sheet  of  thin  paper  endorsed  “P.H.W.  No.  1”  and 

“Fugitive  Best” 1E5  64.40 

Similar,  state  III,  a sheet  in  red-brown  on  blued  paper  from  which  two 
subjects  have  been  removed;  6 are  cancelled  “No.  712’’,  and  at- 
tempts to  remove  the  cancellations  have  been  made  with  various 

reagents,  noted  in  margins  1E5  84.00 

As  last,  singles  on  wove  paper  two  in  red-brown  and  six  in  dull  lilac; 
one  is  creased,  two  are  on  gummed  paper.  Plate  position  of  each 

is  indicated  1E5  78.40 

As  last,  marginal  pair  in  plum  on  thin  blued  paper  both  cancelled 
“Ax8  60’’;  single  in  black  on  white  wove  with  incised  roulette 
cancellation;  another  in  red-brown  with  experimental  grill  can- 
cellation   1E5  42.00 

1883-84  l%p  1)lack  die  proof  on  glazed  card  dated  “7  Aug.  83’’  and  in- 
scribed “AFTER  HARDENING’’ 99P  12.60 

18  87  Small  Queen’s  Head  on  large  cards,  various  colors,  two  have  pencilled 

frame  lines  around  them  111E(?)  19.60 

1887-92  9p  black  die  essay  of  vignette  dated  “10  JUN  86’’  and  marked 

“BEFORE  HARDENING’’ 120E  8.40 

Irwin  Heiinan,  New  York  Sale,  Oetober  11,  1951. 

Reported  by  C.  W.  Brazer 

United  State.s 

1867  3c  blue,  green,  plate  essays  perf.  and  grilled,  o.  g 83E-Aj  6.00 

1879  3c  blue-green  coupon  essay,  perf.  cut  into  at  right,  o.  g 184E-Ec  4.25 

1911  10c  ultramarine  Registration  1915  printing  small  die  proof  . . . .FIP2a  51.00 

1912  Ic  to  $1  set  of  12  Parcel  Post  1915  printing  small  die  proofs 

Q1  to  Q12P2a  525.00 

Herman  Heist,  Jr.,  Hoehester,  N.  Y.  Sale,  October  12,  1951. 

United  States 

18  67  3c  black,  blue,  green  3 decalcomania  plate  essays  on  onion  skin 

85E-Ea  7.50 

1869  3c  green  small  numeral  plate  essay,  perf.,  grilled,  o.  g.  block  of  4 

114E-Ch  12.00 

12c  blue  small  numeral  plate  essay,  perf.,  grilled,  o.  g.  l)lock  of  4 

117E-Ce  12.00 

1887  Ic  to  50c,  red-brown  set  of  7 plate  proofs  on  cardboard  . . . J15-J21P4  8.50 

Harinei',  Hooke  & Co.,  Inc.,  New  York  (Heford)  Sale,  October  17,  18,  1951. 


Reported  by  C.  W.  Brazer 

('anada 

1868  3c  blue  small  die  essay  on  India  paper  stamp  size 25E-Ba  95.00 

3c  red  plate  proof  on  card,  horizontal  pair  part  imprint  25P4  57.50 

2c  yellow  large  die  essay  on  India  paper  36E-A2a  30.00 


2c  l)rown-carmine  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  perf.  12  o.  g.  ..36TC6  24.00 
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18  97  to  10c  black  set  of  8 trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

66-73TC2b  145.00 

1898  ^/^c  to  2 0c  black  set  of  11  trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

74-84TC2b  190.00 


4c  black  unissued  small  die  essay  on  card 78aE-A  32.00 

15c  black  unissued  small  die  essay  on  card  83aE-A  32.00 

50c  black  unissued  small  die  essay  on  card  84aE-A  32.00 

1898  2c  black  Map  trial  color  small  die  proof  on  card  85TC2b  32.00 


1903  Ic  to  50c  black  set  of  7 trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card  89-95TC2b  150.00 
190  8 i/^c  to  2 0c  black  set  of  8 trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

97-103TC2b  170.00 

1912-2  5 Ic  to  $1  black  set  of  11  trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

104-122TC2b  210.00 

Ic,  3c  black  both  die  II  trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

104,106TC2b  52.50 

1912  6c  black  unissued  small  die  essay  on  card  lllaE-Ac  42.50 

1914  Ic  to  20c  black  set  of  16  MacDonald-Cartier  small  die  essays  on  card 

122a-fE-Ac  210.00 

1917  3c  black  Confederation  trial  color  small  die  proof  on  card  . .135TC2b  32.00 

1927  Ic  to  12c  black  set  of  5 Confederation  trial  color  small  die  proofs  on 

card 141-145TC2b  80.00 

5c  to  20c  black  Historical  set  of  3 trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

146-148TC2b  47.50 

193  0 7c  red-brown  unissued  small  die  essay  on  white  wove  paper  on  card 

170aEA  60.00 

1928  5c  olive-brown  Air  Mail  large  die  sunk  proof  on  India  paper  on  card 

ClPl  85.00 

18  98  10c,  20c  black  Special  Delivery  trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

El,E2TC2b  37.00 

1927  20c  black  Special  Delivery  trial  color  small  die  proof  on  card  E3TC2b  16.00 

1875  8c  blue  Registration  plate  proof  on  India  paper  F3P3  17.00 

1906  Ic  to  10c  Postage  Due  black  set  of  5 trial  color  small  die  proofs  on 

card Jl-J5TC2b  62.50 

1915-16  Ic,  2c,  l)lack  War  Tax  set  of  4 trial  color  small  die  proofs  on  card 

MRl-MR4TC2b  80.00 

19  02  black  Victoria  Official  Seal  small  die  proof  on  card  053P2b  19.00 

1913  black  Official  Seal  small  die  proof  on  card  OS4TC2b  19.00 

black  Toronto  Registration  small  die  essay  on  red  surfaced  paper 

stamp  size Q1E-C2  90.00 

black  Toronto  Registration  plate  essay  “51”  on  design  and  receipt, 

rouletted Q1E-C6  80.00 

1859  5c,  10c  albino  Envelope  die  essays  on  white  wove  paper  . .U1,U2E-Aa  21.00 

2c  orange-brown  Receipt  large  die  essay  on  India  paper  on  card 

RIE-Al  31.00 


H.  K.  Hariiier,  Iiic.,  \ew  Y'urk  (Soureii)  Sale,  October  29,  1951. 

Reported  by  C.  W.  Brazer 

United  States 

192  0 Ic,  2c,  5c,  normal  color  Pilgrim  set  of  3 small  die  proofs,  unique 

548-550P2  330.00 

1 924  Ic,  2c,  5c  normal  color  Walloon  set  of  3 small  die  proofs,  unique 

614-616P2  310.00 

1925  Ic,  2c,  5c,  normal  color  Lexington  set  of  3 small  die  proofs,  unique 

617-619P2  300.00 
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1 926  2c  carmine-rose  White  Plains  large  die  sunk  proof  on  India  paper  on 


card 629P1  100.00 

1927  2c  carmine-rose  Burgoyne  small  die  proof,  unique  644P2  100.00 

1928  2c  carmine-rose  Valley  Forge  small  die  proof,  unique 645P2  140.00 

19  29  2c  carmine-rose  Sullivan  small  die  proof,  unique  657 P2  110.00 

18  61  Ic  blue  trial  color  plate  proof  on  starched  paper  imperf.  imprint, 

plate  No.  27  block  of  8 63TC5  47.00 


H.  H.  Ilarnier,  Inc.,  New  Y’ork  Sale,  November  12-1;?,  11)51. 

Reported  by  George  W.  Caldwell 

France 

18  4 9-5  0 2 0c  blue  on  thick  India  paper 4P  4.50 

Presentation  Proofs 

Each  lot  is  a single  imperforate  sheet  mounted  on  white  or  grayish 


cardboard  and  accompanied  by  an  individual  mat. 

1923  10c,  30c  and  50c  Pasteur  185,188,191P  13.50 

1924  10c,  25c,  30c  and  50c  Olympic  Games  198-201P  17.00 

75c  Ronsard 219P  7.25 

1925  10c  to  75c  Decorative  Arts  Exhibition  220-225P  13.00 

5fr  carmine  Paris  Phil.  Exhibition  226P  21.00 

1927  lOfr  and  20fr  Strasbourg  Phil.  Exhibition  241P  19.00 

90c  Berthelot 242P  5.00 

90c,  1.50fr  American  Legion  243-244P  8.00 

4c-|-10c,  50c-|-25c  and  1.50fr-|-50c  semi  postals  B24-26P  6.50 

1928  1.50fr+ 8.50fr  dull  blue  B27P  8.00 

Algeria 

1926  Presentation  sheet  Ic  to  5fr  original  2 2 values  mounted  on  cardboard 

and  accompanied  by  mat  33-65P  8.00 

1930  as  above  lOfr  red-brown  and  5c-(-5c  to  5fr-|-5fr 78,B14-26P  13.00 

1947  Presentation-proof  10c  to  6fr  original  12  values 210-220P  6.00 

Aiidori'a 

1943  Postage  due  presentation  sheet  10c  to  5fr  J21-2  7,2  9P  5.5  0 

Camerooiis 

1941  Pres,  proofs  5c  to  lOfr  (Free  French)  28 2-29 5P  6.5  0 

1946  Air  Post  Chad  to  Rhine  5fr  to  25fr.  (Pres.  Proofs)  C9-13P  4.00 

Freneli  E<matorial  Africa 

1941  Presentation  Proofs  5c  to  lOfr  124-154P  8.25 

Frencli  Guiana 

1945  Presentation  proofs,  10c  to  15fr  173-190P  8.00 

1 94  6 Air  Post  Chad  to  Rhine  5fr  to  2 5fr  C12-17P  5.00 

Fiencli  Oceajiia 

1 942  Pres.  Proofs  5c  to  lOfr  136-148P  6.25 

1946  Air  Post  Chad  to  Rhine  5fr  to  2 5fr C11-15P  5.50 

French  AV<‘st  Africa 

1945  Pres,  proofs  10c  to  15fr 17-34P  10.50 

1946  Air  Post  5fr.  to  2 5fr C5-9P  6.0  0 
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Newfornidlaiidl  Catalog  Errata 

In  Journal  No.  13,  page  38,  Catalog  of  Newfoundland  die  essays  of  the  is,  QE-Cg 
and  ga,  the  dates  given  as  1919  should  he  May  29,  1906.  A menu  of  the  Herts  Phila- 
telic Society  banquet  of  that  date  contains  mounted  upon  its  front  cover  a defaced  is  dark 
red  die  essay  cataloged  as  9E-Cga.  The  menu  was  printed  by  “Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  Ld., 
Southwark  Bridge  Building,  S.  E.” 

A similar  banquet  menu  of  April  28,  1910  has  mounted  on  the  front  cover  the  design 
of  the  Newfoundland  ip  center  but  with  all  four  exterior  borders  having  in  color  letters 
on  a colorless  background  “PHILATELIC/CONGRESS  OF/GT.  BRITAIN/H.P.S. 
APRIL  28th,  1910.”  I'he  four  corners  are  filled  with  Maltese  crosses  in  color.  Color 
of  the  copy  seen  is  i k/o  dark  red.  These  two  menus  have  been  presented  to  the  Essay 
Proof  Society  Library  by  the  writer. — C.  W.  B. 


New  Zealamd  Catalog  Addenda 

In  Journal  No.  12,  page  225,  add  under  lE-AD  after  e: 

ga.  (1907).  On  17  g/2  dull  r.  faint  o-yellow  glazed  card  .013"  thick  65x88  mm 
with  5 7x75  mm  diamond  sinkage  with  rounded  corners. 

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y  green. 

The  one  seen  was  mounted  on  the  front  cover  of  the  Banquet  Menu  of  “Herts 
Philatelic  Society/June  4,  1907,“  which  was  printed  by  “Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.,  Ld.  South- 
wark Buildings,  S.  E.” 

A similar  Banquet  Menu  of  May  4,  1909  has  mounted  on  the  front  cover  a lE-AEc 
in  deep  O-O-red  as  cataloged. 

The  two  Menus  have  been  presented  to  the  Essay  Proof  Society  Library  by  the 
writer. — C.  W.  B. 


ObitiLiary 

Erik  F,  Hurt,  E»  P*  S,  249 

I'he  Essay  Proof  Society  has  lost  a prominent  and  esteemed  member  in  the  death  of 
Erik  F.  Hurt,  of  Yardley  Gobion,  Towcester,  England,  on  January  30,  1952.  His  high 
standing  in  our  hobby  is  evidenced  by  the  numerous  tributes  to  him  in  the  philatelic  press. 

He  was  horn  in  1890,  began  collecting  stamps  at  the  age  of  seven,  and  in  1930  turned 
from  agricultural  pursuits  to  become  one  of  Great  Britain’s  best  known  dealers,  special- 
izing in  unusual  and  out-of-the-way  items,  while  continuing  to  be  an  enthusiastic  collector. 
He  was  a foremost  student  of  postal  history,  wrote  many  articles  on  local  stamps  and 
postal  services,  published  a “Catalogue  of  I^ocal  Postage  Stamps,  and  was  author  or 
joint  author  of  a number  of  books,  among  them  “The  Hanube  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany” (with  Denwood  N.  Kelly).  He  was  a contributor  to  the  Essay  Proof  Journal, 
and  in  our  last  issue  appeared  an  article  by  him  on  Korea.  In  Philately'  of  London,  L.  N. 
and  M.  Williams  write  of  him:  “His  death  is  a heavy  blow  not  only  to  those  who  knew 
him  personally  hut  also  to  all  who  turned  to  him  for  advice  and  help  on  subjects  outside 
the  scope  of  catalogues,  and  about  which  little  had  appeared  in  print,  for  his  knowledge 
extended  to  realms  unknown  and  unfrequented  by  most  collectors.” 


Remember!  Your  editors,  in  making  up  the  dummy  for  the  Journal,  constantly 
reijuire  small  items  of  one  to  half  a tlozen  lines  to  fill  blank  spaces  aiul  round  out  the 
pages.  Isn’t  there  something  you  can  send  in."* 
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PiiMicity  for  E,  F,  S» 

In  Linn’s  If  eekly  Stamp  News  for  IVIarch  24,  1932,  appeared  an  excellent  article 
entitled  “Much  of  Interest  in  the  Essay  Proof  Society”  written  hy  our  President,  Joseph 
Mandos.  It  presented  in  a thorough  and  convincing  manner  the  advantages  to  he  obtained 
by  the  specialist  or  advanced  collector  by  joining  the  Essay  Proof  Society  and  receiving 
its  Journal.  The  article  was  illustrated  with  a reproduction  of  the  front  cover  of 
Journal  No.  31,  showing  the  Chalon  portrait  of  Queen  Victoria,  one  of  our  most  popular 
recent  issues. 

Why  not  follow  this  example  of  our  President  in  “telling  the  world”  about  our 
Society?  We  are  all  aware  of  the  need  of  increasing  our  membership.  Would  it  not  be  a 
good  idea  for  members  who  find  something  of  special  interest  in  the  Journal  to  write  to 
their  weekly  stamp  magazines  calling  attention  to  the  item?  Editors  as  a rule  will 
gladly  publish  such  letters,  and  the  resulting  publicity  can  not  fail  to  be  helpful  in  secur- 
ing new  members. — Ed. 


Reports  of  Chapter  Meetings 

New  York  Chapter  No*  1 


Max  E.  Esternaux,  Chairman  Kenxeth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Meeting;  of  Jan.  23,  1952.  Present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brazer,  Brooks,  Esternaux, 
Gros,  Minuse,  iMeurer. 

Dr.  Blanchard  showed  a number  of  die  proofs  of  vignettes  for  bank  notes  made  by  the  British  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  but  apparently  copied  from  designs  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  They  were  shown  in 
pairs  of  the  same  subject,  mounted  one  above  the  other,  and  were  extremely  interesting. 

John  Meurer  showed  part  of  his  famous  collection  of  U.  S.  Envelope  die  proofs,  these  being  in  various 
colors  and  on  various  papers.  The  high  light  of  this  showing  was  a die  proof  of  the  3c  Air  Alail  Envelope 
on  wove  paper  without  watermark.  Mr.  Aleurer  also  showed  some  beautiful  die  proofs  of  Monaco  in 
normal  colors. 

Dr.  Brazer  showed  a wonderful  collection  of  die  and  plate  proofs  of  C.  S.  Newspaper  stamps 
from  the  2c  to  the  $60  in  various  colors.  Where  possible,  he  showed  a plate  proof  with  each  die  proof, 
a really  beautiful  display. 


Meeting  of  February  13,  1932.  Present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brazer,  Brooks,  Esternaux, 
Gros,  Holton,  Minuse,  W.  C.  I^eterman. 

Julian  Gros  showed  his  beautiful  collection  of  Trans-iMississippi  bi-color  and  normal  color  essays  and 
proofs,  including  the  issued  stamps,  also  part  of  his  fine  collection  of  large  and  small  die  proofs  and  plate 
proofs  of  the  U.  S.  1894  1898  issues. 

Dr.  Blanchard  read  extracts  from  Touro  Robertson’s  original  hand  written  diary,  1862-1867,  starting 
w'hen  the  author  was  only  twenty.  This  was  extremely  interesting,  especially  where  Robertson  wrote  about 
the  trials  and  tribulations  of  the  beginning  of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company,  in  which  lie  had  invested 
the  greater  part  of  his  inheritance,  soon  becoming  one  of  its  othcers.  Dr.  Blanchard  also  showed  (luite  a few' 
unusual  examples  of  this  company’s  lathe  work  in  black  and  color. 

Robert  ffolton  showed  a very  fine  copy  of  the  book  “McClees’  Alphabets,”  by  Archibald  McClees, 
whose  work  had  been  discussed  in  a previous  Chapter  meeting  by  Dr.  Blanchard  (Joi  rnal  No.  33,  p.  3/). 
The  book  contained  examples  of  the  lettering  styles  developed  hy  this  foremost  bank  note  letter  engraver. 


Meeting  of  March  12,  1932.  Present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J?razer,  Esternaux,  (>ros, 
Higgins,  Holton,  Minuse,  Morris,  Peterman,  Wray. 

Our  featured  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Tom  .Morris,  who  showed  selected  groups  of  .Match  and 
.Medicine  plate  proofs  m pairs,  and  large  and  small  die  essays  of  many  i . S.  Internal  Revenue  stamps. 
These  were  of  different  values  designed  and  printed  by  the  National,  Continental  and  American  Bank  Note 
Companies,  during  the  period  between  1870  and  1880. 

Dr.  Brazer  next  showed  a very  fne  lot  of  Newfoundland  essays  and  proofs,  the  most  interesting  of 
which  was  the  1870  essay  with  ‘‘JTovince  of  New  foundland”  engraved  across  the  top. 
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Tulsa  Cliapter  No,  5 

Glenn  R.  A’.  GRiFFiTFr,  Chair)iian  }1azel  Coombs,  Secretary 

March  14,  1952,  20th  regular  quarterly  meeting,  8:00  P.  M.,  at  the  home  of  Constance  Eirich,  3159 
South  iMadison,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  Eleven  members  and  guests  were  present,  as  follows: — Mr.  and  Airs. 
Glenn  R.  A'.  Griffith,  Air.  and  Airs.  C.  O.  Ross,  Air.  and  Airs.  Charles  L.  Barrett,  Airs.  D.  O.  Barrett, 
Ruth  Douglas,  Constance  Eirich,  Hazel  Coombs,  and  Habib  Labbauf.  Air.  Labbauf  (Nick)  is  a native  of 
Iran,  currently  attending  Tulsa  University  to  complete  his  studies  in  Petroleum  Engineering. 

Aliss  Eirich  introduced  Charles  L.  Barrett,  wlio  has  recently  returned  from  an  extended  stay  in  Kuwait, 
Asia.  Air.  Barrett  had  been  assigned  to  this  post  by  his  employer,  the  Gulf  Oil  Company.  His  trip  to 
Kuwait  was  for  the  Kuwait  Oil  Company.  He  left  Tulsa  xApril  7,  1931,  and  spent  ten  months  in  Kuwait. 
This  was  a stay  of  sufficient  length  to  learn  a great  deal  about  the  history,  customs  and  industry  of  the 
people  of  Kuv\ait.  He  was  more  than  generous  in  sharing  with  us  his  experiences  in  this  country.  The 
religion  of  the  country  is  Aloslem.  The  government  is  a British  J^rotectorate  administered  by  native 
Sheiks.  The  area  is  less  than  2000  square  miles,  with  a population  of  about  one  hundred  thousand.  The 
climate  is  very  hot  and  dry.  The  chief  industry  other  than  oil  production  is  herding  of  sheep  and  camels; 
however,  many  native  Kuwaitians  are  employed  by  the  Kuwait  Oil  Company.  Oil  is  shipped  by  tanker 
from  the  free  port  of  Kuwait.  The  postage  stamps  in  use  are  those  of  British  India  surcharged  Kuwait. 
The  language  is  Arabic,  although  Air.  Barrett  reported  that  English  is  generally  spoken  and  an  American 
has  no  trouble  making  himself  understood.  Air.  Barrett  exhibited  stamps  and  coins  of  Kuwait;  and  Air. 
Labbauf  added  some  interesting  data  about  his  own  country,  Iran. 

Following  delicious  refreshments,  the  meeting  adjourned  at  10:30  P.  AI. 


Society  Official  'Business 

Meeting  of  tlie  Board  of  Oireetors  Mareli  6,  1952 

President  Alandos  called  the  meeting  to  order  shortly  after  3 p.  m.,  Thursday,  Alarch  6,  1932,  at  the 
Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  directors  present  were  Alessrs,  Blanchard,  Brooks,  Caldwell,  Gros, 
Alandos,  Alorris  and  Wray,  with  proxy  from  Glass.  On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  December  13,  1931,  vvere  read  and  on  motion  duly  carried! 
approved. 

Secretary  Blanchard  reported  applications  Nos.  728  and  729.  On  motion  unanimously  carried,  these 
were  ordered  to  take  the  usual  course. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  resignation  of  F.  Arnold  Bernard  (No.  637),  which  was  accepted  with 
regret. 

On  motion  by  Alorris,  seconded  by  Caldwell,  it  was  voted  that  a set  of  the  bound  volumes  of  the. 
Essay  Proof  Journal  to  date  be  presented  to  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Signatures  were  placed  on  the  National  City  Bank  (32  St.  Branch)  usual  application  form  for  the 
proper  officers  to  conduct  the  Society’s  bank  account. 

Treasurer  Gros  reported  that  23  members  have  not  paid  their  past  year’s  dues.  He  was  instructed 
to  notify  these  that  if  they  were  not  paid  up  by  April  ist,  1932  they  would  be  dropped. 

Treasurer  Gros  submitted  his  financial  report  for  the  period  from  July  i,  1931  to  Alarch  i,  1932.  On 
motion  duly  carried,  the  report  was  accepted. 

President  Alandos  announced  his  appointment  of  Edward  A.  Richardson  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  as  B.  N.  A. 
Editor  of  the  Essay  Proof  Journal  for  the  coming  year  in  place  of  Fred  Jarrett,  who  will  not  be  able  to 
serve.  This  appointment  was  confirmed,  on  motion  duly  carried. 

George  B.  Wray,  Acting  Board  Recorder 


No. 

726 


727 

728 


By  Dr.  Julian  Bi.ANtriARU,  Secretary 
I Sheridan  Square,  New  York  14,  N.  A'. 

AI(*iubors  AdniilttMl 


Gundersen,  George  A.,  2122  California  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  (No  specialty 
Nimick,  Tyson,  New  Hope,  Pa.  (U.  S.  3c  1861-67;  ist  Issue  Revenues.) 

Slabaugh,  Arlie  P.,  Box  34,  Artie,  W.  \'a.  (Historical  Alonies;  Dealer.) 
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Al)i)lications  lioceived 

729  Firth,  L.  Gerald,  3113  Forbes  St.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Canaila  to  1893.)  By  C.  W.  Brazer. 

730  .McNair,  James  Duncan,  26  Rockhill  Road,  Roslvn  Heights,  N.  Y.  (20th  Centurv  regular  issues.) 

By  C.  W.  Brazer. 

731  Crigler,  W.,  Jr.,  .Macon,  Miss.  ( Coiil'ederates. ) By  J.  Blanchard. 

732  Baker,  John  \V.,  64  Jackson  Ave.,  Syosset,  N.  Y.  (Newfoundland.)  By  C.  W.  Brazer. 

733  Fortgang,  Morris,  114  E.  84  St.,  New  York  28,  N.  Y.  (Early  U.  S.)  By  C.  W.  Brazer. 

734  Irving,  Donald,  3641  Redwood  Ave.,  \'enice,  Calif.  (Covers  Sc  L'.  S.  Conimemoratives.) 

By  J.  Blanchard. 

733  Banheld,  E.  Arnold,  Oakville,  Ontario,  Canada.  (Canada  1 oc  l^rince  Consort.)  By  J.  Blanchard. 

736  Berry,  U.  S.,  Federal  Reserve  Bank,  Omaha  2,  Neb.  (Obsolete  Bank  Notes.)  By  J.  Blanchard. 

737J  lllichman,  Frank,  Jr.,  3667  S.  Artesian  Ave.,  Chicago  29,  111.  (U.  S.  Essays.)  By  C.  W.  Brazer. 

738  Lee,  Robert  C.  11. , .M.D.,  iin6  Punchbowl  St.,  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  (China,  Hawaii.)  By  T.  F. 

.Morris. 

Ke.sit» nations  Acceitled 

637  Bernard,  F.  Arnold. 

Deceased 

249  Hurt,  Erik  F.,  January  30,  1932. 

Change  of  Address 

698  Canman,  Richard,  to  399  West  Fullerton  Parkway,  Chicago  14,  111. 

667  Langsam,  Murray  .M.,  to  Sound  \hew  P.  O.  Box  17,  Bronx  63,  N.  Y. 

317  I’ark,  J.  .Alex.,  from  Grosse  Pointe  Farms,  Mich.,  to  336  S.  W.  28th  Rd.,  .Miami,  Fla. 

310  Timmermann,  C.,  from  Z.  P.-2,  Glvnco,  Ga.,  to  )A-io3,  N.A.A.S.,  Cecil  Field,  ]acksonvi/le, 

Fla. 


Enumeration  of  ^lembersliij) 

Number  reported  in  Joup.x.ai.  No.  33  394 

Gains  3 

Losses  2 

Net  membership  reported  in  this  Journ.vl,  No.  34  395 

Non-member  subscribers  to  the  Journai.  9 


Essays,  Proofs 

WANTED 

atid  other 

• 

Specialists 

do/t  Qolkdtion 

Material 

jReguilarlv  Offered 

in  our 

Canadian  paper  money  of  all 
types,  including  essays  and 
proofs.  Please  let  me  know 
what  you  have  for  record  pur- 

Auction  Sales 

poses,  even  if  you  are  not  in- 
terested in  selling. 

Send  For  Ft^ee  Catalogues 

• 

HTJCjjEI  o»  IBAJR.M.9  iino* 

J.  Douglas  Ferguson 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  38,  N.  Y. 

Rock  Island,  Quebec,  Canada 
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Fliilatelic  ILiteratiure 
Bought  and  Sold 

Books 

Magazines 

Catalogues 

Articles  on  Countries 

Inquiries  Invited 

L.  K.  STADTMILLER 

137  King  Street  Asheville,  N.  C. 


(jJcmijid: 

CANADA  FENCE 
Earge  and  Small 
Cent  Issaes 


Available  Selectioms  ofj 
Caeada  Reveimies 
and  revemie  proofs 


K.  BILESKI 

Station  IB 

WINNIFEG,  CANADA 


r 

POSTAGE 

STAMP 

AUCTIONS 

are  held  weekly  in  our 
London  Salesrooms 
and  monthly  in  Bournemouth 

HIGH  GRADE  MA- 
TERIAL IS  OFFERED 
THROUGH  THE  MEDIUM 
OF  OUR  GENERAL  AND 
SPEGIALIZED  STAMP 
SALES,  WHICH  CATER 
FOR  THE  GENERAL  COL- 
LECTOR, SPECIALIST  AND 
STUDENT.  SEND  FOR  DE- 
TAILS OF  OUR  CURRENT 
SALE  CATALOGUES  AND  OUR 
1950-51  “REVIEW”  WHICH 
WILL  GIVE  YOU  DETAILS  OF 
OUR  INTERNATIONAL  OR- 
GANIZATION  

ROBSON  LOWE  Ltd. 

Head  Office: 

50  PALL  MALL 
LONDON,  S.  W.  1. 

Cables:  “Stamps,  London” 

Mr.  Carl  Pelander  of  545  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  17,  New  York  is  our  American  Agent  and 
holds  frequent  auctions  as  well  as  taking  orders 
for  all  the  publications  of  the  London  Office 
(please  send  for  further  details  of  our  publica- 
tions). 
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Boston  Amctioo 


Sales 


I hold  auctions 
reffularlv  in  Boston 
and  would 

be  glad  to  send 
Catalogs  to 

anv  Collector 
applying  for  them. 


DANIEL  F.  KELLEHER 

7 (J)  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


B.  N.  A. 


Monthly  Auctions 


including, 


Essays  & Proofs 

Illustrated  Catalog 
Free  on  Request 


j/.  71. 

59  Wellington  Street  West 
Toronto  1,  Canada 


AUCTION 

PRIVATE  SALE 

We  are  in  the  market  for  fine 
U.  S.  and  Foreign  material,  either 
on  or  off  cover.  Immediate  cash  is 
available  for  worthwhile  properties. 
We  will  either  purchase  your  col- 
lection outright  or  advance  a sub- 
stantial amount  against  sale  at 
auction.  If  necessary  we  will  travel 
any  distance  to  view  a sizable  col- 
lection or  accumulation.  Holdings 
worth  $10,000  and  over  preferred. 


JOHN  A.  FOX 

1 1 6 Nassau  St., 
New  York  38,  N.  Y. 


Complete  128  Page 

U.  S,  CATALOG! 


Pictures  more  than  1000  Stamps! 
Lists  and  prices  all  major  varieties 
of  United  States,  U.  S.  Possessions 
and  British  North  America.  Most 
dependable  market  guide  in  print. 
Invaluable  to  collectors.  Sent  for 
only  25c  to  cover  handling  and 
postage.  Write  today! 


H,  E.  Harris  & Co. 

62  Transit  Building, 

Boston  7,  Mass. 
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Dress  up  your  collection  in 

THE  BRUCE  POST  SPECIAL 


another  fine  SCOTT  Blank  Album 


Your  collection  will  look  twice  as  good  in 
this  handsome  blank  album  by  Scott.  The 
two-post  binder  comes  in  red,  green  or 
black,  with  real  morocco  back  and  corners. 
Stamped  with  neat  gold  trim.  Matching 
linen  covers  the  slipcase.  50  linen-hinged 
pages,  8Y2  X 10y4".  Paper  is  special  Crane 
linen  of  100%  rag  content,  with  transpar- 
ent interleaving. 

A lifetime  investment  $17.50 

Extra  pages  25  for  $3.75 

Order  today  from  your  dealer. 


SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

Leading  Stamp  Album  Publishers  Since  iSjy 


1 We.'iil  47lli  Slre€‘t 


Xew  York  36,  Y.  Y. 


ESSAYS  and  PROOFS 

Are  regularly  offered 

in  my 

AUCTION  SALES 

Request  Free  Catalogues 


EUGENE  N,  COSTALES 
99  Nassau  St,,  New  York  38,  N,  Y, 


Brazer  lias  Proofs 


& Essays  to  Please 


Every  Specialized  Collection  Should  Include  Essays  & Proofs. 

I Have  tlie  Most  Exteesive  and  Varied  Stock  of 
States,  Postage,  Envelopes,  Postal  Cards  & Revenues 


Clearance  Sale  of  Foreign  Proofs 

All  my  foreign  proofs  since  the  burglary  are  now  being  closed  out 

Only  While  They  Last 

Approval  Selections  by  Countries  Will  Be  Sent  Customers 

At  33%  Discount 


1857  to  1932  Die  & Plate  Essays  & Proofs,  and  1J)31  Air  Mail 
1873-80  Postal  Card  Trial  Color  Proofs. 


Arjrentine  1860  to  1943  including  Envelope  Trial  Colors.  ( 

Bolivia  1863  to  1931  Die  & Plate  Essays  & Proofs. 

Brazil  1850  to  1906  Die  & Plate  Postage,  & 1869  Revenue. 

Chile  1867  to  1894  plate  Proofs. 

Columbia  1902,  1917  & Bolivar  1879  to  1882  plate  proofs. 

Costa  Rica  1862,  1889,  1901  plate  proofs. 

Write  me  what  countries  you  desire  to  see  and  total  amount  to  send  on  three  days 
approval.  Those  not  now  having  an  approval  account  will  please  send  the  usual  refer- 
ences of  three  dealers  with  whom  they  have  credit. 

These  Proofs  Are  Also  Now  Available 


Belgium  1849  to  1887 

Brazil  . 1850  to  1897 

Czechoslovakia  — - 1920 

Denmark  1864  to  1867 

Honduras  1890  to  1891 


Liberia  1903  to  1906 

Nevis  1861  sheets 

Salvador  1890  to  1898 

Saxony  1851 

Shanghai  1866 


Spain  - 1856  to  1875 

Surinam  1873 

Tuscany  1851 

LTuguay  1866  to  1888 

\'enezuela  1859  to  1910 


Catalog  of  U.  S.  1847  Issue  Essays  & Proofs,  32  pages  handsomely  Illustrated.  Price  $1. 
Catalog  of  1898  Omaha  Issue  Essays  & Proofs,  48  pages  handsomely  illustrated.  Price  $1. 

Send  10  Cents  for  New  December  1951  Illustrated  PHce  List. 


Clarence  W,  Brazer 


415 (J)  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

The  Only  Dealer  in  U»S«  Essays  & Proofs  Exclusively 

(N.  E.  CA>r.  43d  St.),  Tel.  VAnderbilt  6-1777 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.  is  proud  to  announce  receipt  of 
instructions  to  sell  at  unreserved  auction 


One  of  the  Finest  Collections  of  British  Commonwealth 
Ever  to  be  Offered  in  the  United  States 

This  truly  outstanding  collection,  formed  by  a prominent  English  Collector 
and  received  from  a European  source,  contains  many  outstanding  gems  sold 
on  the  British  market  from  such  famous  collections  as  “Arthur  Hind  ’’ 
“Michael  Stephens,”  “H.  P.  Manus,”  and  the  celebrated  “Mayfair  Find!” 

Catalogued  over  $200,000  the  property  will  be  offered  in 

A FIVE-DAY  AUCTION  IN  THE  EARLY  NEW  SEASON 

For  your  earlier  enjoyment  we  draw  attention  to  the  following  auctions 
scheduled  for  the  immediate  future: 


Monday,  May  5th 

The  “E,  D,  Finney”  Cold- 
Medal  Collection  of  CON- 
FEDERATE STATES  with 
some  glorious  items  in- 
cluded. 


Tuesday,  May  6th 

The  ‘‘E.  D.  Finney”  Cold- 
Medal  Collection  of 
CHINA. 

Another  outstanding  group 
of  rarities — with  quality! 


Wed.,  May  7th 

FRENCH  COLONIES 
by  order  of  New  York  Col- 
lector, particularly  strong  in 
Free  French  including  St. 
Pierre  5 fr.,  one  of  the  great 
20th  Century  rarities. 


Monday  through  Wednesday,  May  19-21 

GENERAL  AUCTION,  with  a fine  range  of  United  States, 

Foreign,  incl.  British  Commonwealth,  and  “Collections  and  Various.” 


Catalogues,  fully  illustrated  and  accurately  described  to  permit 
trouble-free  mail  bidding,  10c  to  cover  handling  charge. 


HK.  Harmer, 

* . • Philatelic  Auctioneering 

PLaza  3 - 64»i  


